High  Court  expands 
censorship  powers 

Access  to  gay /lesbian  materials  may  be 
especially  curtailed 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

WASHINGTON  —  In  what  dissenting 
Justice  John  Paul  Stevens  termed  “a 
headlong  rush  to  strip  inmates  of  all  but  a 
vestige  of  free  communication  with  the 
world  beyond  the  prison  gate,”  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  decided  May  15  to  further 
extend  prison  authorities’  ability  to  censor 
materials  mailed  to  prisoners.  The  6-3  deci¬ 
sion  gives  wardens  broad  power  to  prevent 
prisoners  from  receiving  any  publication 
deemed  “detrimental  to  the  security,  good 
order  or  discipline”  of  the  prison,  including 
gay  and  lesbian  publications. 

Prisoners’  rights  advocates  agreed  the 
decision  dealt  a  huge  blow  *o  the  constitu¬ 
tional  rights  of  prisoners,  but  the  impact  of 
the  decision  on  the  actual  practices  of  in¬ 
dividual  wardens  remains  to  be  seen. 

“The  decision  is  a  real  setback  for  the 
rights  of  prisoners,”  said  Judy  Greenspan,  a 
paralegal  at  the  National  Prison  Project  of 
the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU) 
whose  work  focuses  on  prisoners  and  AIDS. 
“Political  literature  and  lesbian  and  gay 
literature  will  continue  to  be  withheld  in  a 
discriminatory  and  arbitrary  way,”  she  said. 

The  case,  Thornburgh  v.  Abbott,  was 
brought  15  years  ago  by  a  group  comprising 
prisoners  and  46  publications  that  had 
been  censored  by  prison  authorities.  They 
argued  that  the  publishers’  First  Amend¬ 
ment  right  to  free  speech  was  abridged  by 
Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons’  regulations  which 
gave  wardens  broad  power  to  censor 
materials.  Until  the  decision  in  the  Abbott 
case,  censorship  by  prison  authorities  was 
subject  to  the  test  of  “heightened  scrutiny,” 
meaning  a  warden  had  to  consider  the  cen¬ 
sorship  “necessary”  to  protect  a  “substan¬ 
tial  government  interest.”  That  standard, 
established  in  the  1974  Procunier  v.  Martinez, 
decision,  was  abandoned  by  the  court  in  the 
Abbott  case  in  favor  of  the  more  lenient 
standard  of  “reasonableness.” 

“With  something  as  broad  as  the  Abbott 
decision,  anything  can  be  banned,”  said 
Deborah  Shields,  an  attorney  with  the  AIDS 
Law  Clinic  at  the  Legal  Services  Center  in 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mass.  “It  guts  any 
rights  or  privileges  that  existed  for  prisoners 
getting  mail,”  she  added. 

Urvashi  Vaid,  a  spokesperson  for  the  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force,  and  an 
attorney  with  experience  in  prisoners’  rights 
advocacy,  told  GCN  “It’s  a  bad  decision  for 
gay  prisoners  who  are  seeking  access  to  both 
news  and  entertainment....  It  makes  it  easier 
for  wardens  to  say  no  to  gay  publications 
like  GCN,  which  is  so  important  for 
prisoners.  The  increased  censorship  will 
decrease  the  contact  gay  prisoners  can  have 
with  the  gay  community,”  she  said. 

“I  think  a  lot  of  wardens  were  looking  to 
this  decision,”  said  Greenspan.  “They 
weren’t  scrutinizing  [incoming  mail]  as 
much  as  they  could....  I  think  [prison 
authorities]  are  going  to  clamp  down, 
especially  on  lesbian  and  gay  materials,  and 
it  will  be  harder  to  get  publications  in.” 

Mike  Riegle,  coordinator  of  GCN’s 
Prisoner  Project,  said  he  thought  individual 
wardens  would  apply  the  new  ruling  dif¬ 


ferently.  “Xhey  each  have  their  little  fief- 
doms  and  will  respond  differently  to  this 
decision.  Some  are  proud  bigots  and  some 
mouth  the  liberal  line  about  prisoner  reha¬ 
bilitation  but  I  have  a  ‘wait  and  see’  attitude 
about  what  they’ll  do.” 

Riegle  said  he  wasn’t  convinced  that  the 
Abbott  decision  would  necessarily  have  an 
immediate  and  dramatic  impact  on  the  ma¬ 
terial  sent  to  lesbian  and  gay  prisoners. 
“The  court  gave  them  [wardens]  the  okay  to 
keep  gay  stuff  out,  but  they  were  already 
able  to  do  that  before.  The  only  thing  that 
really  limits  wardens’  censorship  is  pressure 
from  the  outside.  And  lesbian  and  gay  priso¬ 
ners  have  never  had  much  of  a  support  con¬ 
stituency  outside,  so  if  wardens  had  wanted 
to  be  censoring  more  publications,  they 
could  have  gotten  away  with  it  before  the 
decision.” 

Riegle  added  that,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
lesbian  and  gay  prisoners  are  unable  to  find 
lawyers  willing  to  challenge  prisons  that  pre¬ 
vent  them  from  receiving  gay  publications. 
He  said  that  when  a  publication  is  censored, 
“the  appeals  process  begins  with  the  prison 
authorities  themselves,  the  very  officials 
that  rejected  the  publication  in  the  first 
place.  The  vast  majority  of  prisoners  can’t 
appeal  outside  the  prison  administration 
unless  they  can  get  a  lawyer  to  take  the  case. 
Practically  speaking,  you  can’t  get  lawyers 
to  argue  a  case  involving  gay  material.  They 
don’t  want  to  hear  about  it.  They  don’t  even 
want  to  talk  about  it.” 

Implications  for  AIDS  education 

Several  of  the  prisoners’  rights  advocates 
contacted  by  GCN  talked  about  whether  the 
recent  ruling  might  give  wardens  additional 
grounds  for  banning  AIDS  educational 
materials.  “Around  here  [Massachusetts]  it 
might  be  used  that  way,”  said  Shields, 
“because  especially  in  men’s  prisons  they’ve 
been  so  reluctant  to  mention  AIDS,  let 
alone  educational  materials.  The  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  had  to  fight  tooth  and  nail 
to  get  anything  in  of  any  sort,”  she  said. 

Greenspan  said  she  thought  it  was  possi¬ 
ble  AIDS  materials  would  be  banned  under 
the  new  ruling  based  on  the  same  logic  that 
allows  banning  of  gay  material.  “The  court 
agreed  with  the  argument  that  gay  material 
can  be  ‘detrimental  to  prison  order’  because 
it  can  identify  the  reader  of  the  material  as 
gay  and  make  that  prisoner  the  target  of 
harassment.  Wardens  could  try  to  use  the 
same  argument  with  AIDS  materials,  saying 
the  person  reading  the  materials  could  be 
perceived  to  have  AIDS.” 

Robert  Greenwald,  legal  counsel  for 
Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee,  said  he 
“could  not  believe”  that  prisons  would  try 
to  use  such  grounds  to  justify  the  exclusion 
of  AIDS  information.  “The  [Abbott]  deci¬ 
sion  takes  the  responsibility  away  from 
prison  officials  to  create  a  safe  environment 
for  prisoners.  If  they  tried  to  exclude  AIDS 
information,  I  would  like  to  see  lawyers 
challenge  them  on  the  grounds  that  denying 
AIDS  information  actually  reduces  prison 
Continued  on  page  12 


4  Bully  boys  and  skinheads’ 
face  trial  this  month 


“Obsessed  with  violence,  ”  white  supremacist  youth  wage 
war  against  lesbians  and  gay  men  and  people  of  color. 
Now  activists  strike  back  with  hopes  for  passage  of 
federal  Hate  Crimes  Bill. 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Upcoming 
trials  of  three  suburban  “skinheads”  for  the 
attempted  murder  of  a  gay  man  here  high¬ 
light  the  wave  of  hate  violence  against  gay 
men  and  lesbians  and  racial  and  ethnic 
groups  that  has  increasingly  escalated  in  re¬ 
cent  years.  As  the  numbers  of  attacks  con¬ 
tinue  to  rise,  organizations  in  the  communi¬ 
ties  most  affected  are  fighting  back  and 
working  to  pass  legislation  that  would  help 
people  who  are  victims  of  hate  crimes. 

David  M.  McCall,  18,  of  Dale  City,  Va., 
Richard  C.  Grimes,  17,  and  Mark  Hyder, 
17,  both  of  Montgomery  County,  Md. ,  were 
accused  of  participating  in  four  attacks  and 
face  several  charges  for  each,  including 
assault  with  intent  to  kill  and  armed  rob¬ 
bery.  A  gay  victim  of  one  of  the  attacks  was 
left  with  fractures  in  his  skull,  ribs,  and 
shoulder.  The  defendants,  who  are  being 
charged  as  adults,  pled  not  guilty  and  declin¬ 
ed  controversial  plea  bargains  offers  from 
the  U.S.  attorney. 

The  first  trial  is  scheduled  for  June  28.  At 
least  one  witness  will  testify  that  Grimes  told 
friends  he  planned  to  beat  and  rob  a  gay 
man  for  money  and  credit  cards.  According 
to  a  prosecutor  in  the  case,  Grimes  told  the 
witness,  “I’m  going  to  kill  him  [the  gay 
man].”  The  other  trial  dates  have  not  been 
set. 

An  “epidemic”  of  hate-motivated  vio¬ 
lence  has  swept  across  the  U.S.,  reported  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  last  year. 
Other  groups  agree,  and  cite  the  rise  of  skin¬ 
head  violence  as  being  especially  disturbing. 

Skinhead  violence  is  the  “most  horrific 
addition  to  hate-group  activity  in  1988,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  Kevin  Berrill,  director  of  the 
Anti-Violence  Project  of  the  National  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF).  The 
Southern  Poverty  Law  Center  shares  that 


assessment.  Last  February,  the  Center  pub¬ 
lished  documentation  that  indicated  that 
skinheads  are  “the  most  indiscriminately 
violent”  group  of  white  supremacists  in 
decades.  “Not  since  the  height  of  Ku  Klux 
Klan  activity  during  the  civil  rights  era  has 
there  been  a  group  so  obsessed  with  violence 
or  so  reckless  in  its  disregard  for  the  law. 
Not  since  the  very  early  Klan  has  a  group 
been  so  all-encompassing  in  its  definition  of 
the  enemy:  Asians,  Indians,  Hispanics, 
gays,  liberal  whites  and  rival  gangs  are  as 
likely  to  be  targets  of  skinhead  assaults  as 
Blacks  and  Jews.” 

At  a  community  forum  held  in  Washing¬ 
ton  last  January,  NGLTF’s  Sue  Hyde  warn¬ 
ed  the  audience,  “When  the  bully  boys  and 
the  skinheads  hit  the  streets  to  keep  queers 
in  line,  they  hit  the  streets  to  keep  straights 
in  line,  too.” 


Who  are  the  skinheads? 

The  presence  of  skinheads  in  the  under¬ 
ground  punk  scene  is  nothing  new,  said 
Mark  Anderson,  co-coordinator  of  the 
Washington  Peace  Center.  “With  their 
shaved  heads,  suspenders.  Doc  Martin 
boots,  bomber  jackets,  and  American  flags, 
(they)  are  basically  clones  of  the  English 
skinheads,”  he  said.  But  even  though  the 
American  skinheads  may  look  like  “clones” 
of  the  British  skinheads,  the  motivations 
and  political  reasons  behind  the  subcultures 
are  different  in  each  country. 

The  British  skinhead  subculture,  which 
emerged  prior  to  the  1976  punk  explosion, 
was  predominantly  made  up  of  working 
class  youths.  It  reflected  increased  racial 
tensions  heightened  by  the  United  King¬ 
dom’s  economic  disintegration,  according 


to  Anderson. 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“I’m  surprised  you  didn’t  want  to  shoot 
the  mayor  of  San  Francisco.” 

— Dorothy's  (Bea  Arthur)  response 
to  Rose  (Betty  White),  who  was  explaining 
that  she  couldn  ’t  fall  asleep  because  she  had 
just  eaten  a  lot  of  junk  food  (“...chocolate 
covered  Sno- Balls,  Doritos,  Ho-hos...  ’’),  in 
a  recent  episode  of  the  TV  show,  The 
Golden  Girls. 

Black  gay/les 
celebration  ignored 
by  whites 

JOHANNESBURG  —  South  Africa’s 
largest  organization  for  Black  gay  men  and 
lesbians  celebrated  its  one  year  anniversary 
recently,  but  no  white  gay  groups  turned  out 
to  show  support,  according  to  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Gay  News.  Spokespeople  for  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Organization  of  Witwatersrand 
(GLOW)  said  that  although  racism  might 
have  been  a  factor  that  kept  whites  away 
from  the  celebration,  political  and 
ideological  differences  probably  played  a 
larger  role.  Trevor  Payne,  a  member  of 
GLOW,  told  PGN,  “I  think  we  got  greet¬ 
ings  from  one  group  in  Capetown,  a  more 
left-wing  group  known  as  OLGA  — 
Organization  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Activists 
—  but  most  of  the  other  white  groups  are 
sort  of  uninvolved  in  politics.  They’re  just 
interested  in  gay  issues,  whereas  GLOW  and 
OLGA  and  RGO  [Rand  Gay  Organization, 
another  Black  group]  see  all  oppression  as 
being  linked.” 

GLOW’S  anniversary  celebration  drew 
about  60  people.  There  were  a  few  speeches, 
as  well  as  a  review  of  the  past  year  and  plans 
for  the  future.  Payne  told  PGN  that  the 
most  significant  gain  during  GLOW’S  first 
year  was  the  establishment  of  a  gay  night  at 
a  bar  in  Soweto. 

□  Saskia  Gugler 

Clinical  trials  hotline 
and  money  for 
drugs 

BOSTON  —  State  officials  recently  an¬ 
nounced  the  establishment  of  a  registry  and 
hotline  to  inform  people  and  their  doctors 
about  experimental  drug  trials  in  Massachu¬ 
setts. 

“One  of  the  most  important  issues  faced 
by  people  infected  with  the  AIDS  virus  is  the 
availability  of  clinical  drug  trial  [informa¬ 
tion]  that  hold  promises  to  improve  health 
and  to  improve  their  lives.  [The  registry  and 
the  hotline]  will  provide  up  to  date  informa¬ 
tion  about  drug  trials  to  consumers  and  doc¬ 
tors,”  said  Andrew  Dreyfus,  spokesperson 
for  the  State  Human  Services. 

The  state  also  announced  the  availability 
of  $  1 .2  million  in  new  federal  funds  that  will 
subsidize  the  cost  of  three  drugs  for  Mass, 
residents  who  cannot  afford  insurance  and 
do  not  qualify  for  Medicaid.  Dreyfus  told 
GCN  that  the  money  should  allow  at  least 
100  people  to  have  access  to  AZT, 
aerosolized  pentamidine,  or  alpha  inter¬ 
feron. 

The  hotline,  1 -800-443-AIDS,  is  open 
Monday  —  Friday  from  9  a.m.-5  p.m. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Bisexual  deputy 
forced  out  of  job 

ORLANDO,  Fla.  —  The  Orange  County 
Sheriff’s  Office  has  forced  a  deputy  to  re¬ 
sign  because  he  is  bisexual.  The  investiga¬ 
tion  into  Deputy  Tom  Woodard’s  sexual 
preference  was  spurred  when  a  police  cap¬ 
tain  told  internal  investigators  that 
Woodard  had  had  an  affair  with  a  man. 

Deputy  John  Butler  Book,  Jr.,  son  of  the 
area’s  most  vocal  anti-homosexual  minister, 
conducted  the  investigation.  Woodard  told 
the  investigators  that  he  had  a  homosexual 
affair  about  one  and  a  half  years  ago,  and 
that  he  has  had  several  relationships  with 
women. 

The  investigation  concluded  that  Wood¬ 
ard’s  sexual  preference  could  possibly  com¬ 
promise  his  position  as  a  deputy  sheriff.  The 


report  also  said  that  as  a  bisexual,  Woodard 
could  bring  dishonor  or  disrepute  to  Sheriff 
Walt  Gallagher  who  “holds  that  homosex¬ 
uality  is  unnatural,  immoral,  and  inexcus¬ 
able.”  Woodard  was  asked  to  identify  other 
homosexuals,  but  refused  to  do  so. 

Woodard  has  received  an  overwhelming 
show  of  support  from  the  general  public. 
About  200  people  attended  a  rally  on  May 
13  to  protest  his  “resignation,”  and  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  callers  to  radio  talk  shows  in  central 
Florida  have  said  that  Woodard’s  private 
life  should  not  affect  his  job.  In  addition, 
members  of  the  Orange  County  Fraternal 
Order  of  Police  (FOP)  voted  by  a  2- 1  margin 
to  support  Woodard,  and  sent  a  letter  to 
Gallagher,  saying  that  Woodard  should  be 
reinstated.  Veteran  deputies  said  they 
thought  it  was  the  first  time  that  the  FOP 
has  taken  a  stand  in  opposition  to  a  sheriff. 

Woodard  and  his  attorney,  William 
Shaeffer,  plan  to  file  suit  against  Gallagher 
under  Florida’s  right-to-privacy  law. 

Woodard  says  his  personnel  file  states 
that  he  is  an  “above  average”  employee,  a 
“hard  worker,  eager  to  learn,  dedicated, 
very  personable.”  He  says  that  he  has  done 
nothing  wrong  and  that  the  sheriff  had  no 
right  to  investigate  his  private  life.  “I  want 
my  job  back,”  says  Woodard,  “Law  en¬ 
forcement  is  my  life.” 

□  Susan  Davison 


parade 

Les/gay  contingent 
goes  unrecognized 
in  parade 

SYDNEY,  Australia  —  A  large,  vocal 
group  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  marched  in 
the  annual  May  Day  parade  here  in  early 
May,  but  their  presence  was  ignored  by  of¬ 
ficials  at  the  gathering. 

The  contingent,  with  their  pink  on  black 
banners,  proudly  paraded  past  thousands  of 
onlookers,  but  when  they  passed  the  Town 
Hall,  the  official  May  Day  caller  did  not 
name  the  contingent.  When  they  realized 
they  were  being  passed  over  yet  again,  the 
lesbians  and  gay  men  chanted  loudly  and 
clearly,  “We  are  out,  we  are  proud,  we  are 
not  going  back!” 

The  theme  of  May  Day  this  year  was 
“Workers’  Rights,”  which  was  ironic  con¬ 
sidering  that  all  of  the  gay  men  and  lesbians 
in  the  contingent  were  either  employed 
workers  or  unemployed  workers.  Gay  and 
lesbian  rights  are  frequently  trampled  in  the 
workplace  and  so  often,  a  violation  of  work¬ 
ers’  rights  is  also  a  violation  of  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  rights. 

□  Kendall  Lovett 

Needle  measure 
passes  Mass,  panel 

BOSTON  —  A  two-part  bill  to  increase 
drug  treatment  programs  and  legalize  non¬ 
prescription  clean  needle  and  syringe  dis¬ 
tribution  passed  the  joint  Committee  on 
Health  Care  of  the  state  legislature  May  23. 
The  measure  would  allow  clean  needle  dis¬ 
tribution  by  treatment  programs  as  a  way  of 
reducing  HIV  transmission  among  intraven¬ 
ous  drug  users.  (HIV  is  a  virus  thought  by 
many  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.) 

The  needle  distribution  issue  has  been 
hotly  contested  in  Massachusetts,  where 
both  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis  and  Public 
Health  Commissioner  Deborah  Prothrow- 
Stith  have  opposed  such  measures.  The 
Health  Care  Committee  that  passed  this  re¬ 
cent  bill  last  year  killed  a  measure  proposed 
by  the  city  of  Boston  that  would  have  allow¬ 
ed  clean  needle  distribution.  On  May  17 


more  than  250  people  rallied  at  the  State 
House  to  demand  that  the  government  pro¬ 
vide  drug  treatment  on  demand  for  the 
state’s  estimated  40,000  drug  users.  Several 
of  the  activists  who  attended  that  rally  ad¬ 
dressed  the  issue  of  clean  needles.  (See 
GCN,  May  21,  1989). 

The  bill  now  goes  to  the  Senate,  where 
observers  say  it  has  a  majority  of  support. 
But  according  to  the  Boston  Globe,  support 
in  the  House  is  considered  less  enthusiastic. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Transsexual  pioneer 
Jorgensen  dies 

SAN  CLEMENTE,  Calif.  —  Christine 
Jorgensen,  the  first  public  transsexual,  died 
of  cancer  at  the  age  of  62  on  May  3.  Jorgen¬ 
sen,  who  attracted  international  attention  in 
1952,  was  the  second  person  ever  to  undergo 
a  sex-change  operation. 

Jorgensen  received  the  operation  in  Den¬ 
mark,  where  early  sex-change  surgery  was 
being  developed.  Upon  returning  to  the 
U.S.,  Jorgensen  was  deluged  by  the  press, 
although  she  was  banned  from  television, 
according  to  CPI. 

The  International  Foundation  for  Gender 
Education  (IFGE)  has  established  the  Chris¬ 
tine  Jorgensen  Memorial  Fund,  which  will 
“assist  in  the  implementation  of  transsexual 
education  objectives  and  address  other 
transsexual  issues.”  For  information  about 
the  fund,  contact  IFGE  at  P.O.  Box  367, 
Wayland,  MA  01778. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

AIDS  service 
organizations  and 
AIDS  in  prison 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Ad  Hoc  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Prison  Health  Issues  has  the  pre¬ 
liminary  results  of  its  survey  of  AIDS  Ser¬ 
vice  Organizations  (ASOs)  and  their  avail¬ 
ability  to  do  education  and  support  with 
prisoner  populations.  So  far,  216  of  the  270 
responses  that  were  received  have  been 
tabulated.  The  results  show  that  65  percent 
of  the  ASOs  surveyed  have  already  assisted 
prisoners  and  that  another  24  percent  are 
willing  to  do  so. 

Most  ASOs  indicated  a  willingness  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  AIDS  education  if  labor  power  is 
available.  Some  of  the  types  of  assistance 
that  have  been  provided  include  post-release 
orientation  for  basic  needs,  counseling, 
buddy  programs/support  groups,  and  edu¬ 
cation.  Other  areas  that  have  received  much 
less  attention  and  are  in  serious  need  of 
more  effort  are  public  advocacy,  support 
for  families,  publications/education, 
childcare  for  HIV  positive  children  of  in¬ 
mates,  correspondence  (pen  pals),  legal  aid 
with  medical  treatment  complaints,  and 
home  release  for  dying  PWAs.  If  you  want 
to  find  out  more  about  what’s  happening  in 
your  area,  or  in  helping  your  local  ASO  to 
organize  something,  give  them  a  call. 

The  survey  will  determine  the  kinds  of  ser¬ 
vices  that  AIDS  groups  would  be  willing  to 
offer  prisoners  in  their  areas.  When  they  are 
completed,  the  details  of  the  results,  in¬ 
cluding  the  names  and  resources  of  various 
ASOs,  will  be  sent  to  organizations  such  as 
GCN  that  regularly  receive  inquiries  from 
prisoners  about  AIDS  issues.  Prisoners  in¬ 
terested  in  contacting  their  local  AIDS  Ser¬ 
vice  Organization  may  write  to  GCN  for  the 
ASO  Resource  List  and/or  the  AIDS  Infor¬ 
mation  Packet. 

People  interested  in  corresponding  with 
prisoners  who  are  PWAs/PWARCs/HIV 
positive  should  watch  the  “Prisoners  Seek¬ 
ing  Friends”  space  in  the  classifieds  section 
of  the  paper  each  week. 

□  Mike  Riegle 

Women’s  convoy  to 
leave  for  Central 
America 

BOSTON  —  A  convoy  of  one  hundred 
women  from  all  over  the  United  States  will 
leave  for  Mexico  and  Central  America  on 
Saturday,  June  10.  The  Women’s  Convoy 
was  inspired  by  last  year’s  Veteran’s  Peace 
Convoy,  which  brought  several  tons  of  oats 
and  medical  supplies  to  Nicaragua.  The  con¬ 


voy  will  link  up  with  several  women’s 
groups,  including  Casa  de  Mujeres  Oax- 
acana  in  Mexico,  Comite  Hondureno  de 
Mujeres  Por  La  Paz  in  Honduras,  and 
AMNLAE  in  Nicaragua.  The  purpose  of  the 
convoy  is  to  bring  solidarity  greetings  and 
material  aid  to  the  women  of  Central  Ameri¬ 
ca  and  Mexico  and  highlight  the  com¬ 
monalities  most  women  share,  in  terms  of 
economic,  social  and  political  oppression. 
The  goal  is  to  build  ongoing  networks  be¬ 
tween  the  women’s  organizations  in  Central 
America  and  women’s  groups  in  our  own 
communities. 

The  material  aid  requested  by  the  Central 
American  women  includes  sewing  machines 
and  supplies,  school,  office,  kitchen  and 
other  household  supplies.  Vehicles  are  need¬ 
ed  as  well,  and  a  quilt  in  honor  of  the  tens  of 
thousands  of  “disappeared”  in  Guatemala 
is  being  constructed. 

The  25  women  from  the  Northeast  region 
include  seven  lesbians  and  one  bisexual 
woman  and  16  people  of  color.  Their  ages 
range  from  20  to  72.  A  send-off  party  will 
take  place  June  9  at  the  UMass  campus  in 
downtown  Boston  at  8:30  p.m.  with  D.J. 
Julie  Coles.  For  more  information,  call 
(617)  524-6209. 

□  Kathryn  Diaz 

Boston  gay  rights 
pioneers 

BOSTON  —  People  who  were  involved  in 
the  gay  rights  movement  between  1968  and 
1974  are  invited  to  attend  an  open  house  on 
June  10,  Boston’s  Pride  day.  The  event  will 
start  right  after  the  parade  at  4:00  and  will 
end  around  8:00.  Bring  a  friend.  The  open 
house  will  be  held  at  the  Church  of  St.  John 
the  Evangelist,  33  Bowdoin. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Rate  of  AIDS 
increasing  in 
Dominican  Republic 

SANTO  DOMINGO  —  About  700  cases 
of  persons  affected  by  AIDS  are  detected 
here  each  month  in  the  government’s  Dr. 
Defillo  Institute-Laboratory,  according  to  a 
May  24  report  in  El  Vocero  de  Puerto  Rico. 

This  revelation  was  made  to  El  Vocero  by 
Sara  Guerrero,  a  representative  of  Clinical 
Analysis  at  the  Medical  Center,  who  stated 
that  more  than  21,000  tests  are  conducted 
there  each  month. 

She  said  that  no  fewer  than  23  persons 
with  AIDS  are  detected  daily,  out  of  the  ap¬ 
proximately  700  who  take  the  test.  Some 
persons  have  attempted  suicide  upon  learn¬ 
ing  the  results,  she  said.  The  majority  of 
those  analyzed  in  the  Dr.  Defillo  laboratory 
are  from  the  country’s  capital  [Santa  Dom¬ 
ingo], 

□  translated  by  John  Kyper 

Charges  dropped  in 
Burroughs- 
Wellcome  barricade 

RALEIGH,  N.C.  —  A  district  attorney 
here  has  dropped  all  charges  against  four 
ACT  UP/New  York  members  who  barrica¬ 
ded  themselves  in  a  Burroughs-Wellcome 
facility  on  April  25  [see  GCN,  April  30]. 

According  to  the  Philadelphia  Gay  News 
(PGN),  D.A.  Ron  Stephens  was  pressured 
by  Burroughs-Wellcome  to  drop  misde¬ 
meanor  charges  against  the  activists,  who 
were  demanding  the  drug  company  lower 
the  price  of  AZT.  ACT  UP  members  said  in 
PGN  that  Stephens  had  originally  wanted  to 
charge  them  with  felonies,  but  was  convinc¬ 
ed  by  Burroughs-Wellcome  to  reduce  the 
charges  to  misdemeanors.  One  of  the  pro¬ 
testers,  Peter  Staley,  speculated  that  the 
drug  manufacturer  wanted  to  avoid  negative 
publicity  about  the  cost  of  AZT,  which  is 
currently  about  $8,000  a  year. 

Stephens  had  offered  to  drop  all  charges 
if  the  protesters  agreed  to  plead  guilty  and  to 
sign  documents  promising  that  they 
wouldn’t  participate  in  any  further  such  ac¬ 
tions  for  a  certain  period  of  time.  ACT  UP’s 
attorney,  Stewart  Fisher,  refused  the  offer, 
and  subpoenaed  the  president  of  Bur¬ 
roughs-Wellcome  to  testify  at  the  protesters’ 
Continued  on  page  3 
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Appalachian  Trail  killer 
sentenced  to  life 

The  judge's  decision  in  the  case  rejects  " homosexual 
panic "  defense 


Lesbian  poet  harassed  at 
awards  ceremony 

Minnie  Bruce  Pratt  becomes  the  second  out  lesbian  to 
receive  the  Lamont  Award  for  Poetry,  but  she  and  others 
charge  that  Chancellor  John  Hollander's  behavior  was 
rude  and  insulting 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

GETTYSBURG,  Penn.  —  Stephen  Roy 
Carr,  the  man  who  was  convicted  last  fall  of 
first  degree  murder  of  a  woman  who  had 
been  camping  with  her  lover  on  the  Appala¬ 
chian  Trail,  was  sentenced  May  17  to  life  in 
prison  without  the  possibility  of  parole. 
Rebecca  Wight  died  from  gunshot  wounds 
she  received  when  she  and  her  lover,  Claudia 
Brenner,  were  attacked  in  a  remote  area  in 
northeastern  Pennsylvania  in  May  of  1988. 
(See  GCN,  Aug.  7,  1988,  and  Nov.  27, 
1988.) 

Brenner,  who  survived  the  attack  despite 
her  own  gunshot  wounds,  attended  the  May 
17  hearing  and  submitted  a  “Victim  Impact 
Statement”  to  the  court.  When  asked  about 
her  reaction  to  the  sentencing,  Brenner  told 


Claudia  Brenner 


GCN,  “Given  the  fact  that  Rebecca’s  death 
can  never  be  rectified,  there  will  never  be  a 
sense  of  closure  in  my  mind.  In  terms  of  the 
criminal  justice  system,  all  the  rulings,  pro¬ 
ceedings,  etc.,  that  brought  this  sentence 
substantiate  that  this  was  an  unprovoked, 
pointless  murder.  The  system  has  done 
everything  in  its  power  to  provide  justice, 
and  in  that  sense  it  substantiates  all  the  hor¬ 
ror,  pain  and  loss  that  was  caused  by  this 
crime.” 

Adams  County  District  Attorney  Roy 
Keefer,  who  prosecuted  Carr,  said  he  was 
satisfied  with  the  outcome  of  the  case  and  he 
hoped  that  “a  governor  will  look  at  the  facts 


By  Richard  Steinman 

BUDAPEST,  Hungary  —  Members  of 
this  city’s  gay  community  remain  shaken 
following  police  harassment  earlier  this 
spring  at  an  officially-sanctioned  gay  bar. 

Two  men,  unfamiliar  to  the  bar’s  regular 
patrons,  entered  Club  Disco  located  at  31 
Kertesz  Street  on  March  19.  Shortly  after,  a 
police  car  drove  up  to  the  club.  Two 
plainclothesmen  and  two  uniformed  police¬ 
men  entered.  When  the  receptionist  pointed 
out  that  this  was  a  private  club,  open  only  to 
the  members,  he  was  physically  brushed 
aside.  Waiters  and  other  staff  were  required 
to  show  their  identity  cards.  The  police 
eventually  left  with  two  patrons,  but  not  the 
two  they  claimed  to  be  pursuing  when  they 
entered.  One  of  the  two  they  took  with  them 
was  detained  half  the  night  at  the  police  sta¬ 
tion. 

Club  leaders  reasoned  that  the  two  men 
who  had  arrived  in  advance  of  the  police 
were  “criminals,”  decoys  beholden  to  the 
police  for  some  favor  in  return  for  providing 


of  this  case  very  carefully  before  letting  him 
[Carr]  out  of  prison.”  In  Pennsylvania,  a 
first  degree  murder  conviction  carries  a  sent¬ 
ence  of  either  life  without  the  possibility  of 
parole  or  the  death  penalty.  At  the  request 
of  the  defense,  Keefer  (after  consulting 
Brenner  and  Wight’s  father),  agreed  not  to 
seek  the  death  penalty  in  exchange  for 
Carr’s  waiving  of  his  right  to  a  jury  trial. 
The  complicated  legal  arrangement  allowed 
the  prosecution  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  a 
homophobic  jury  sympathizing  with  Carr, 
while  Carr  himself  never  had  to  enter  a 
guilty  plea  —  preserving  his  ability  to  ap¬ 
peal. 

Keefer  said  Carr  has  already  filed  an  ap¬ 
peal  of  the  case,  challenging  several  of 
Spicer’s  pre-trial  rulings.  If  the  appeal  is  suc¬ 
cessful,  the  conviction  could  be  nullified. 

When  asked  about  the  importance  of  this 
case  for  other  victims  of  anti-gay/lesbian 
hate  violence,  Keefer  said  Spicer’s  decision 
would  have  no  direct  bearing  on  other 
courts,  but  that  the  judge’s  “strongly  word¬ 
ed”  ruling  could  be  used  to  sway  other 
judges.  “Spicer  very  clearly  stated  that  the 
homosexual  element  of  the  case  is  not  a 
defense.  They  were  arguing  he  [Carr]  had  a 
bad  background,  that  he  was  teased  by  girls, 
that  his  mother  was  possibly  involved  in  a 
lesbian  relationship,  that  he  was  molested  in 
prison.  But  the  judge  ruled  that  none  of  that 
was  a  defense  in  this  case,”  said  Keefer. 
Spicer  rejected  Carr’s  attempt  to  use  what  is 
referred  to  as  a  “homosexual  panic”  de¬ 
fense,  in  which  Carr  argued  that  the  women 
provoked  his  attack  by  having  sex  in  front  of 
him. 

Brenner  said  Keefer,  as  well  as  the  police 
J  and  court  officials  involved  in  the  case, 
c  deserved  credit  for  their  support  and  fair¬ 
's  ness.  “I  think  it’s  important  to  acknowledge 
“  them,  because  their  behavior  is  so  rare.  This 
is  one  example  of  hate  violence  that  didn’t 
extend  into  the  criminal  justice  system,”  she 
said.  Brenner  also  expressed  thanks  to  the 
people  who  provided  financial  and  emo¬ 
tional  support  for  her  throughout  the 
ordeal. 

Brenner,  who  lives  in  Ithaca,  N.Y.,  will 
travel  to  Washington,  D.C.  in  early  June  to 
support  efforts  to  pass  federal  legislation 
that  would  require  law  enforcement  officials 
to  keep  statistics  on  hate-motivated  crimes. 
The  Hate  Crimes  Statistics  Act,  which 
would  require  the  Justice  Department  to 
keep  records  of  crimes  motivated  by  racial, 
religious,  ethnic  or  homophobic  bigotry, 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


the  police  with  an  alibi  for  entering. 

A  few  days  later  a  single  uniformed  of¬ 
ficer  entered  the  club,  ignoring  admonitions 
as  to  its  private  status.  He  left  after  inspec¬ 
ting  the  premises,  and  there  has  been  no  fur¬ 
ther  intrusion. 

Since  the  bar  has  received  the  official 
sanction  of  the  local  government  —  called 
district  councils  —  leaders  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  complained  to  Budapest’s  Seventh 
District  Council,  citing  the  police  violation 
of  the  private  club’s  “members  only” 
status.  On  April  19,  they  received  a  reply 
from  the  police,  defending  the  actions  of  its 
staff  as  legal,  but  concluding  with  a  promise 
that  ‘  ‘in  future  we  v  ill  observe  the  members- 
only  provision.” 

Local  gay  community  leaders  have  theo¬ 
rized  that  police  harassed  the  gay  disco  at 
the  behest  of  either  the  district  council  or 
one  of  its  leaders,  but,  amidst  Hungary’s 
current  turbulent  political  climate,  had  sec¬ 
ond  thoughts  when  the  club  complained  of  a 
legal  infraction.  □ 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

NEW  YORK  —  Lesbian  poet  Minnie 
Bruce  Pratt  received  the  Lamont  Award  for 
Poetry  from  the  Academy  of  American 
Poets  on  May  16,  but  some  who  attended 
the  awards  ceremony  said  the  behavior  of 
Academy  Chancellor  John  Hollander  failed 
to  “honor”  Pratt. 

Pratt,  the  second  out  lesbian  to  receive 
the  Lamont  —  Marilyn  Hacker  won  in  1973 
—  was  recognized  by  the  Academy  for  her 
forthcoming  book.  Crime  Against  Nature. 
The  volume  contains  poems  about  Pratt’s 
experiences  as  a  lesbian  and  mother  whose 
children  were  taken  from  her  because  of  her 
lesbianism. 

Pratt,  who  lives  in  Washington,  D.C., 
and  several  of  her  friends  and  colleagues 
from  around  the  country,  travelled  to  New 
York  City  to  attend  the  awards  ceremony. 
Pratt  told  GCN  she  was  prepared  to  give  an 
acceptance  speech  that  acknowledged  that 
her  poetry  “won  [the  award]  on  its  merit 
and  was  the  result  of  a  social  consciousness 
evolved  by  our  political  movement.”  But 
when  Pratt  began  her  comments  with,  “The 
gay  bar  that  I  went  to  in  1975...”  Hollander 
“began  to  freak  out,”  according  to  Pratt. 

Pratt  and  several  members  of  the  au¬ 
dience  who  had  come  to  see  her  receive  the 
award  said  that  Hollander  almost  im¬ 
mediately  began  to  engage  in  various  ac¬ 
tivities  that  disrupted  Pratt’s  speech  and 
poetry  reading.  From  his  position  on  the 
platform,  Hollander  fidgeted,  checked  his 
watch,  whispered  to  co-Chancellor  James 
Merrill  —  who  was  seated  next  to  him  — 
and  attempted  to  cut  Pratt  off,  said  the 
observers. 

“It  was  the  most  public,  formal, 
prestigious  situation  I  have  ever  been  in  with 
someone  who  has  tried  to  silence  me,”  said 
Pratt.  When  Hollander  stood  up  and  hand¬ 
ed  her  a  note  while  she  was  in  the  middle  of 
reading  her  second  poem,  she  said,  “I  didn’t 
read  it....  It  was  a  terrible  psychic  battle  to 
keep  going  while  having  the  male  poetic 
authority  at  my  elbow  trying  to  make  me 
shut  up.  I  was  dealing  with  all  those  voices 
inside  that  say  ‘you’re  no  good,  you  don’t 
deserve  this....’  ” 

At  least  two  audience  members  sent  angry 
letters  of  protest  to  the  Academy  criticizing 
Hollander  for  his  behavior.  In  her  letter, 
Barbara  Smith,  editor  of  Kitchen  Table: 
Women  of  Color  Press,  told  Hollander 
“Experiencing  your  extreme  rudeness  dur¬ 
ing  the  time  that  Minnie  Bruce  Pratt  read 
and  spoke  is  indeed  the  stuff  of  nightmares, 
the  kind  of  living  nightmare  that  Lesbians, 
gay  men,  people  of  color,  and  other  op¬ 
pressed  people  experience  daily  at  the  hands 
of  those  from  the  ruling  culture  who  become 
incensed  whenever  they  are  reminded  that 
people  different  from  themselves  actually 
exist.” 

Hollander,  when  reached  by  GCN,  said 
his  actions  during  the  ceremony  were  not  an 
expression  of  his  displeasure  with  the  con¬ 


tent  of  Pratt’s  speech  or  poetry.  “Each  of 
the  three  awardees  had  been  told  they  had  a 
fixed  time  in  which  to  make  comments  and 
read  from  their  poetry.  When  [Pratt]  had 
used  up  her  allotted  time,  and  at  the  request 
of  [Academy  President]  Mrs.  Chase,  I  did 
what  any  platform  speaker  does  and  I  simp¬ 
ly  handed  her  a  note  saying  she  should  try  to 
finish  up  as  quickly  as  possible,”  Hollander 
said.  He  added,  “I  think  that  was  taken  ill 
by  some  of  the  people  she  had  brought  with 
her  who  didn’t  know  that  that  was  a  conven¬ 
tion.” 

Pratt  didn’t  buy  the  explanation  that  she 
was  merely  being  reminded  that  her  time 
was  up.  She  said  the  man  who  received  his 
award  before  her,  Martin  Greenberg,  also 
took  more  than  the  allotted  time  during  his 
acceptance.  “It  was  one  of  those  situations 
where  they  use  the  format  to  harass  you,” 
said  Pratt.  Smith  went  even  further,  telling 
Hollander  that  “The  crudeness  of  your  ac¬ 
tions  became  even  more  appalling  when  it 
became  clear  that  your  daughter  [Martha 
Hollander,  who  also  received  an  award]  was 
the  next  person  to  read.” 

Pratt  said  the  experience  at  the  awards 
ceremony  “made  me  understand  as  an  indi¬ 
vidual  why  authoritarian  governments  exile, 
ban,  and  otherwise  attempt  to  silence 
writers.”  She  said  Hollander’s  reaction  at 
the  ceremony  made  her  realize  how  threat¬ 
ening  she  and  her  work  are,  despite  the 
Academy’s  selection  of  her  for  the  award. 
“It’s  clear  to  me  that  I’m  on  the  correct  path 
in  terms  of  trying  to  challenge  entrenched 
power  structures,”  said  Pratt. 

The  Lamont  award  is  given  by  the  Acade¬ 
my  to  support  a  poet’s  second  volume  of 
poetry.  Pratt’s  earlier  book  We  Say  We 
Love  Each  Other,  was  published  by  Spins¬ 
ter/Aunt  Lute  Press  in  1985.  For  Crime 
Against  Nature,  to  be  published  by 
Firebrand  Books,  Pratt  received  $1000 
which  she  donated  to  the  Sexual  Minority 
Youth  Assistance  League  of  Washington, 
D.C.;  Kitchen  Table:  Women  of  Color 
Press;  Sisters  in  South  Africa,  a  self-help 
organization  of  women  living  under  apart- 
Continued  on  page  6 


News  Note 

Continued  from  page  2 

hearing  on  May  4.  Employees  of  the  drug 
company  called  the  D.A.  and  asked  him  to 
drop  the  charges,  which  he  did,  said  PGN. 

Although  all  charges  have  been  dropped, 
ACT  UP  will  reimburse  $9,182  to  Bur- 
roughs-Wellcome  for  property  damages. 
Meanwhile,  PGN  reported,  the  drug  com¬ 
pany  has  informally  agreed  to  publicize  its 
drug  assistance  program  which  helps  people 
who  need  financial  help  pay  for  AZT. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 


Hungarian  police  hassle 
gay  bar  patrons 

Although  officially  sanctioned  by  the  local  government, 
Club  Disco  is  raided  by  police,  who  detain  one  man  half 
the  night 
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EDITORIAL 


The  GCN  Challenge:  ‘We 
did  it!’ 


Back  in  January,  when  GCN  first  an¬ 
nounced  its  $50,000  fundraising  campaign, 
we  heard  a  few  voices  of  skepticism.  Sure, 
GCN  had  raised  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars 
back  in  1982  after  our  offices  burned  down, 
but  that  was  a  unique  crisis  and  one  we  hope 
will  never  occur  again.  This  campaign  was 
going  to  be  one  that  grew,  not  out  of  crisis, 
but  out  of  a  positive  vision.  We  believed  that 
GCN  could  become  a  more  widely  distribu¬ 
ted  and  read  newspaper,  and  we  were  con¬ 
vinced  that  GCN* s  readers  would  come 
through  to  make  that  goal  possible. 

Well,  sure  enough,  our  readers  did  it!  We 
are  pleased  to  announce  that  last  week,  we 
passed  our  goal  and  concluded  our  cam¬ 
paign  with  $50,150.  We  have  been  able  to 
significantly  cut  our  debt;  and  last  week  we 
began  sending  out  25,000  letters  and  bro¬ 
chures  to  potential  new  subscribers.  We  are 
determined  that  about  half  of  the  funds  rais¬ 
ed  will  remain  in  a  special  fund  for  building 
the  size  of  our  readership. 

This  campaign  would  not  have  been  pos¬ 
sible  without  the  hard  work  undertaken  by 
our  Board  of  Directors.  This,  in  turn,  was 
made  possible  by  the  solid  foundation  our 
Finance  Committee  has  been  building  for 
the  past  two  years. 

The  seven  donors  who  challenged  GCN 
by  promising  to  match  the  money  raised  had 
enough  faith  in  our  abilities  to  help  us  at  the 
beginning  and  supported  our  efforts  every 
step  of  the  way. 

Our  Sustainers  came  through  with  several 
thousand  dollars,  a  sum  above  and  beyond 
the  $  120/year  each  Sustainer  contributes 
already. 

Our  readers  responded  to  our  appeal  (and 
our  beautiful  triangle  graphic),  contributing 
more  than  twice  the  sum  we  have  raised  in 


recent  appeals.  Donations  from  $5  to  $50  to 
$100  and  more  kept  the  momentum  up. 

We’re  especially  grateful  for  the  support 
shown  to  us  by  New  England  War  Tax  Re¬ 
sistance.  The  $10,000  long-term  investment 
loan  we  received  last  week  enabled  us  to 
complete  our  campaign.  The  investment 
represents  the  choices  of  tax  resisters  to  “in¬ 
vest  in  important  and  productive  work  in¬ 
stead  of  the  Pentagon’s  war  machine.” 

All  of  our  campaign’s  contributors  join 
the  hundreds  of  lesbian  and  gay  activists 
who  come  together  with  the  staff  collective 
to  bring  GCN  to  tens  of  thousands  of 
readers  across  the  country  and  around  the 
world.  As  we  mark  the  end  of  a  fundraising 
campaign  made  successful  by  the  far-reach¬ 
ing  support  of  our  volunteers  and  our  read¬ 
ers,  we  look  forward  with  pride  to  GCN’s 
future.  Thanks  to  all  of  you! 

To  celebrate  the  successful  completion  of 
the  GCN  Challenge... 

On  the  occasion  of  the  16th  birthday  of  the 
oldest  lesbian  and  gay  newsweekly  in  the 
United  States... 

To  show  appreciation  for  all  those  who  con¬ 
tributed  to  our  campaign... 

And  in  honor  of  16  years  of  volunteers  who 

have  made  GCN  possible... 

GCN  invites  all  of  its  readers,  including  com¬ 
munity  activists,  advertisers,  donors,  and  friends  to 
a  reception  on  Monday,  june  26,  6:30-9:30pm,  at 
Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave.  (Boston).  Ad¬ 
mission  is  free,  and  there  will  be  a  cash  bar.  Club 
Cabaret  is  wheelchair  accessible  (entrance  at  142 
Berkeley  St.).  Please  RSVP  by  June  20. 

GCN  editorials  reflect  the  consensus  of  the 
full-time  staff  collective. 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

A  Stonewall  within  a 
Stonewall 

Dear  GCN: 

“What  were  you  doing  in  June  of  1969? 
Were  you:(a)  born  yet?  (b)  straight?  (c)  a 
bigot?  (d)  gay?”  It  would  be  fun  to  take  a 
poll  from  the  among  the  marchers  in  this 
year’s  Pride  march  20  years  after  Stonewall. 
Personally,  I  would  have  to  admit  to  (a),  (b) 
and  (c).  I  was  19  then,  a  sophomore  at 
Boston  University,  and  in  love  for  the  first 
time.  David  and  I  had  a  magical 
spiritual/intellectual  bond,  but  the  physical 
part  never  seemed  to  happen  for  him.  Oh, 
but  he  wasn’t  one  of  those  people.  As  the 
child  of  a  New  York  theater  director,  he  had 
known  them.  We  had  rolled  our  eyes  at  the 
two  men  mincing  about  a  Fire  Island 
grocery  store.  Five  years  later,  of  course,  he 
came  out  as  a  gay  man.  One  year  later,  I  got 
a  crush  on  Diana,  who  had  green  eyes  and 
dark  hair.  She  was  the  “liberal”  one  in  my 
consciousness-raising  group  of  Bread  and 
Roses  (Boston’s  early  feminist  network). 
Also  in  my  group  was  my  first  “political  les¬ 
bian”  friend,  who  impressed  me  with  her 
radical  analysis  and  her  gutsy  personality. 

And  10  years  later?  Then  I  was  playing 


music  in  a  feminist  string  band  and  having 
my  first  affair  with  a  woman.  Yes,  I  still  am 
a  “self-avowed”  bisexual.  And  as  a  bisex¬ 
ual,  I  relate  to  the  street  queens  of  the 
Stonewall  Bar,  the  day  they’d  had  enough', 
the  day  they  shouted,  “Hell  no!  We  won’t 
go!”  when  their  bar  got  busted.  Some  spark 
must  have  been  ignited,  some  crucial  corner 
turned,  when  each  of  them  could  no  longer 
continue  to  deny  their  dignity,  integrity  and 
self-love.  Some  Boston  area  bisexuals  felt 
that  same  way  when  a  cartoon  in  the  1983 
“April  Fools”  issue  of  GCN  came  out.  It 
featured  a  dyke  found  lacking  in  “bisexuali¬ 
ty  insurance”  when  her  bi  lover  had  dumped 
her.  But  we  couldn’t  complain;  we  couldn’t 
attack  the  very  same  gay  movement  which 
had  given  us  so  much  and  which  needed  our 
support.  Or  could  we? 

A  year  before  this  cartoon,  Lisa  Orlando 
(a  GCN  staff  writer)  had  written  a  letter  to 
the  editor  of  GCN  (the  headline  read  “Let  bi 
girls  be  bi  girls!”),  which  identified  bisex¬ 
uality  as  a  valid  and  new  gay  minority.  She 
pointed  out  the  prejudices  that  most  people 
in  both  the  gay/lesbian  and  the  straight 
world  held:  that  bisexuals  were  “promiscu¬ 
ous,  incapable  of  commitment,  manipula¬ 
tive,  copouts,  ‘really’  straight,  ‘really’ 
homosexual  but  not  dealing  with  it...” 
(unlike  all  gay  men,  all  lesbians  and  all 
heterosexuals??!).  When  the  cartoon  ap¬ 
peared,  Lisa  had  been  meeting  for  several 
months  with  seven  other  bisexual  women 
who  had  met  at  a  Cambridge  Women’s  Cen¬ 
ter  Bisexual  discussion  night.  We  named 
ourselves  The  Bivocals.  (Two  of  us  had  met 
in  1981  at  a  previous  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center  Bisexuality  discussion  night,  and  had 
continued  to  meet  with  a  group  for  a  year, 
until  the  others  dropped  out.)  Not  only  did 
the  Bivocals  respond  angrily  to  the  cartoon, 
but  we  organized  a  women’s  bisexual  sup¬ 
port  network  meeting  in  June  of  1983.  This 
meeting  attracted  about  30  women;  it  turned 
out  to  be  the  founding  meeting  of  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Bisexual  Women’s  Network  (BBWN) 
which  now  has  over  700  members/friends 
on  its  mailing  list.  Later  in  that  same  year, 
the  Boston  Bisexual  Men’s  Network  started 
meeting;  it  has  over  200  members/friends 
today. 

One  of  BBWN’s  first  projects  was  to 
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movement-  -Dan  Tsang 
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organize  a  bisexual  contingent  for  the  1983 
Pride  march.  This  public  coming  out,  like 
the  Stonewall  Rebellion,  smashed  the  silence 
which  had  previously  made  us  feel  malign¬ 
ed,  invisible  and  angry.  As  we  march  today, 
amidst  one  of  the  most  crucial  moments  in 
history/herstory  for  gay  liberation,  we  all 
need  each  other  and  each  of  us  personally 
needs  to  “speak  truth  to  power”  and  con¬ 
nect  with  our  original  inner  spark  of  gay 
pride.  Even  if  Eleanor  Roosevelt,  Margaret 
Mead,  Leonard  Bernstein  and  Cary  Grant 
didn’t  or  don’t  identify  as  “political”  bisex¬ 
uals,  many  of  us  do.  We  need  everyone’s 
continued  understanding  and  support  as  we 
work  side  by  side  with  gay  men,  lesbians  and 
straight  people.  As  Robyn  Ochs  said  in  a 
1985  speech  at  the  2nd  Northeast  Regional 
Bisexual  Conference,  we  are  often  the  pri¬ 
mary  targets  for  homophobia  since  we  are 
often  the  primary  contact  to  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  for  heterosexuals.  But  we  can’t  say 
to  the  boss  who  would  fire  us,  “Please,  just 
reduce  my  hours  to  half  time  —  I’m  only 
bisexual.”  We  cannot  say  to  the  courts 
which  are  trying  to  take  our  children  away, 
“Please  only  take  half  my  children,”  or  to 
the  bashers,  “Oh  just  beat  me  up  on  my 
right  side  —  I’m  only  half  gay.”  And  now 
we  have  been  dubbed  “the  ultimate 
pariahs”  by  Newsweek  magazine.  We  are 
the  ones  charged  with  spreading  AIDS  to  the 
“poor  innocent”  hets.  We  absolutely  de¬ 
pend  on  a  strong,  proud  Gay,  Lesbian,  Bi¬ 
sexual  Liberation  Movement.  Don’t  gloss 
over  us;  don’t  let  “bisexual”  become  “the  B 
word.”  Call  us  by  our  name.  It  takes  one 
second  out  of  a  24  hour  day  to  add  the  words 
“and  bisexual”  to  any  given  phrase.  Choose 
visibility!  Choose  dignity!  Support  the  spirit 
of  Stonewall! 

Marcia  Deihl 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

[Author’s  Note:  The  above  was  submitted 
to  the  Pridefest  Committee  for  possible  in¬ 
clusion  in  the  1989  Boston  Pride  Guide.  BE 
SURE  TO  COME  TO  THE  ANNUAL 
PRE-PRIDE  BISEXUAL  BRUNCH  (all 
sexes  and  persuasions  welcome)  from  9-1 1  at 
the  Community  Church  of  Boston,  565 
Boylston  St.,  across  from  Copley  Plaza. 
And/or  look  for  the  BI  BANNERS  and 
JOIN  US  FOR  THE  PRIDE  MARCH,  June 
10. 


Life  after  prison! 

Dear  GCN : 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
send  you  a  very  special  and  hearty  THANK 
YOU!  You  see,  I  have  read  GCN  for  years 
and  not  only  are  you  a  tribute  to  our  society, 
but  you  are  really  something  special  for  all 
you  do  for  those  brothers  and  sisters  who 
are  incarcerated. 

Many  years  ago  I  was  incarcerated.  Since 
that  time  I  have  made  a  good  life  for  myself. 

I  was  not  a  bad  apple.  I  made  a  mistake.  Ap¬ 
parently,  you  have  the  foresight  to  see  that 
people  do  make  mistakes  and  that  shouldn’t 
take  anything  away  from  them  as  human  be¬ 
ings.  I  know  first  hand  how  our  judicial  and 
institutional  systems  work  and  it’s  not  a 
pretty  picture. 

But  inspite  of  the  above,  I  am  living  proof 
that  one  can  survive  after  having  made  some 
mistakes  and  experiencing  the  criminal 
justice  system.  I  would  like  to  write  some  of 
your  incarcerated  readers  in  New  York  state 
and  will  watch  your  penpal  column  for 
names. 

Thank  you  for  being  there  and  helping  all 
of  us  be  us. 

Hoping  to  encourage  those  inside, 
_  Richard  Thomas 

Binghamton,  NY 

Cardinal's  anti-education 
stance  may  cost  lives 

/GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter,  written 
in  response  to  Bernard  Cardinal  Law’s  re¬ 
cent  statement  discouraging  students  from 
participating  in  AIDS  education  programs.! 

Cardinal  Bernard  F.  Law 
The  Archdiocese  of  Boston 
2101  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Brighton,  Massachusetts  02135 

Your  Grace: 

I  think  you  are  very  wrong  to  condemn 
the  Boston  Public  School  Department’s  sex 
and  AIDS  education  programs  as  amoral, 
and  that  your  call  for  students  to  boycott 
classes  on  these  subjects  may  needlessly  cost 
lives.  You  have  failed  to  realize  the  serious¬ 
ness  of  the  AIDS  epidemic,  the  fact  that  49 


percent  of  Boston  high  school  students  have 
had  sexual  intercourse,  or  that  young  people 
will  get  AIDS,  as  shown  by  the  recent 
anonymous  testing  of  16,861  U.S.  college 
students.  This  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
study  revealed  that  one  in  500  college 
students  carry  HIV,  and  it  is  likely  that  some 
of  those  infected  acquired  the  virus  in  high  ' 
school.  Education  is  the  most  important 
tool  for  preventing  people  from  getting 
AIDS. 

While  I  understand  your  desire  to  safe¬ 
guard  traditional  Catholic  morality,  I  urge 
you  to  reconsider  your  opinions  in  the  light 
of  the  facts  and  conditions  of  the  AIDS 
epidemic,  which  requires  behavior  changes 
in  all  of  us,  including  leaders  of  the  religious 
communities.  It  is  hypocritical  to  reserve 
Christian  compassion  only  for  those  now 
sick  and  to  be  unconcerned  for  anyone  at 
risk  for  being  infected  (which  is  nearly 
everyone).  Those  who  blindly  ignore  the 
facts  are  standing  in  the  way  of  the  progress 
in  saving  lives  from  this  terrible,  painful 
disease,  and  are  part  of  the  problem. 

I  would  also  like  you  to  know  that  my 
partner,  whom  I  love  deeply,  is  a  gay  ex- 
Catholic  man.  He  is  very  upset  by  what  he 
considers  your  abuse  of  Church  authority  in 
your  recent  letter  about  AIDS  education, 
and  your  stand  against  the  Mass,  gay  and 
lesbian  civil  right  bill. 

We  create  love,  albeit  without  pro¬ 
creating. 

Sincerely  yours, 

_  Steven  Keirstead 

Boston,  Mass. 


GCN  Job  Openings 
Promotions/Classified 

Promotions/Classifieds:  Available  mid- 
August.  Increase  sales  of  GCN  through 
subscriptions,  newsstand,  and  bookstore 
sales.  Use  direct  mail  campaigns,  renewal 
notices,  exchange  advertisements  and  other 
promotional  techniques.  Secure  revenue- 
producing  classified  advertisements. 

Qualifications:  Experience  in  sales,  adver¬ 
tising,  marketing,  and  finances  desirable,  but 
will  train.  Copy  writing  ability  and 
graphics/design  skills  helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  July  14. 


Coordinating  Editor 

Coordinating  Editor:  Available  mid-July. 
Provide  overall  coordination  and  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  financial,  administrative,  and  public 
relations  aspects  of  GCN.  Edit  and  layout  the 
“Community  Voices”  section  of  the  news¬ 
paper.  Develop  yearly  budgets,  financial 
strategies,  and  fundraising  projects.  Coor¬ 
dinate  the  GCN  membership,  including  staff, 
Board  members,  and  volunteers. 

Qualifications:  Strong  editing,  ad¬ 
ministrative  and  financial  skills  and  experience; 
production  experience  and  experience  with 
non-profit  administration  helpful;  strong  in¬ 
terpersonal  and  group  meeting  skills  helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  June  9. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment 
to  gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  the  collective  decision-making 
process. 

Salary/benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$200/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs, 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innova¬ 
tion. 

To  apply  for  these  positions,  please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to  GCN  Job  Search 
Committee,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Is  THAT  ‘what  friends 
are  for?* 


By  Stephen  Skuce 

During  your  next  medical  exam,  anything 
you  say  can  and  will  be  used  against  you. 
You  will  not  have  the  right  to  an  attorney. 
And  your  doctor,  not  you,  will  have  the 
right  to  make  a  phone  call. 

This  will  be  the  case  if  H.226,  a  bill  that’s 
been  reported  favorably  out  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Legislature’s  Joint  Health  Care 
Committee,  is  not  defeated.  This  bill  will 
allow  doctors  —  AT  THEIR  OWN  DIS¬ 
CRETION  —  to  instruct  the  state  to  call 
people  with  whom  you  have  been  intimate  in 
order  to  “warn”  them  that  you  may  have 
exposed  them  to  HIV  infection. 

In  1968,  the  Mass.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Polit¬ 
ical  Caucus  (MGLPC)  fought  long  and  hard 
to  secure  confidentiality  protections  for 
people  with  AIDS  and  HIV  infection,  and 
they  won  their  fight.  Those  protections  are 
now  in  grave  danger  of  being  dismantled, 
and  this  dismantling  is  NOT  the  product  of 
obvious  homophobic  or  AIDSphobic  legis¬ 
lators.  H.226  is  being  touted  as  a  “compro¬ 
mise”  bill,  as  legislation  that ’s  been  design¬ 
ed  to  prevent  passage  of  “worse”  legislation 
later  on.  It  was  written  by,  among  others, 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD)  AIDS  Law  Project  and 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee  —  groups  that 
should  be  in  the  business  of  protecting  HIV¬ 
positive  individuals  and  educating  us  all  to 
protect  ourselves.  Instead,  they’ve  drafted 
legislation  that  can  only  hurt  the  gay/bisex¬ 
ual  and  AIDS  communities.  Is  THAT 
“what  friends  are  for?” 

As  part  of  a  working  group  appointed  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Health,  these 
“friends”  were  charged  with  forming  an 
opinion  on  whether  the  existing  confiden¬ 
tiality  provisions  regarding  HIV  antibody 
(HIVab)  status  of  citizens  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  should  be  altered  in  any  way.  (The 
current  law  provides  for  total  confidentiali¬ 
ty.)  Other  members  of  the  working  group  in¬ 
cluded  representatives  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Health,  the  Mass.  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  Mass.  Hospitals  Association,  the 
Mass.  Nurses’  Association,  the  Civil  Liber¬ 
ties  Union  of  Mass,  and  the  Democratic 
Rep.  John  McDonough’s  office. 

The  working  group’s  recommendations 
became  H.226,  and  this  bill  would: 

1)  Allow  a  physician  to  disclose  a  patient’s 
HIVab  status  to  the  patient’s  current  sexual 
partner(s)  if  the  physician  believes  the  part¬ 
ners)  to  be  “unknowingly  at  risk  of  HIV  in¬ 
fection.” 

2)  Allow  a  physician  to  disclose  a  patient’s 
HIVab  status  to  emergency  medical  person¬ 
nel  if  the  physician  believes  it  is  “necessary 
to  protect  the  patient’s  life  or  health.” 

3)  Allow  a  physician  to  identify  HIVab 
positive  persons  to  other  health  care  pro¬ 
viders  who  may  be  at  risk  of  exposure  to 
blood  “during  an  invasive  examination  or 
surgical  procedure.” 

4)  In  a  strangely  disjointed  addition,  the 
bill  also  prohibits  employers  from  requiring 
HIVab  tests  as  a  condition  of  employment, 
and  forbids  physicians  to  deny  care  to  pa¬ 
tients  because  of  the  HIVab  status. 

ACT  UP/Boston  opposes  this  bill  for  sev¬ 
eral  reasons.  First  of  all,  it  is  of  course  alar¬ 
ming  that  ANY  change  might  be  made  to  the 
Commonwealth’s  current  total-confidenti¬ 
ality  laws  regarding  HIVab  status.  In  this 
regard,  the  first  provision  above  may  be  the 
single  most  disturbing  of  the  bill’s  features. 
The  granting  of  power  to  individual  physi¬ 
cians  on  such  a  subjective  basis  seriously  en¬ 
dangers  the  civil  rights  of  citizens. 
Moreover,  it  only  exacerbates  the  following 
already  dangerous  problems: 

1)  the  sense  among  “low-risk”  popula¬ 
tions  —  particularly  heterosexually-defined 
women  —  that  they  will  now  be  somehow 
further  “protected”  from  exposure  because 
physicians,  via  the  state,  will  simply  “give 
them  a  call”  if  their  sexual  partners  are  iden¬ 
tified  as  HIVab  positive.  ANY  PHONE 
CALL  FROM  THE  STATE  INFORMING 
YOU  THAT  YOU  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  EX¬ 
POSED  TO  HIV  THROUGH  A  SEXUAL 
PARTNER  IS  COMING  TO  YOU  FAR 
TOO  LATE  TO  PROTECT  YOU; 

2)  the  continued  belief  among  such  “low- 
risk”  populations  that  they  need  not  con¬ 
sider,  or  can  continue  to  ignore,  safer-sex 
practices.  This  attitude  prevails  among  the 
heterosexual,  non-IV  drug  using  popula¬ 
tion,  and  hardly  needs  to  be  reinforced  by 


legislation.  UNTIL  ALL  CITIZENS  UN¬ 
DERTAKE  TO  PROTECT  THEM¬ 
SELVES  AND  THEIR  PARTNERS 
FROM  HIV  INFECTION,  ALL  CITI¬ 
ZENS  ARE  RISKING  SUCH  INFEC¬ 
TION,  PERIOD. 

The  doctor-patient  relationship 

Because  of  its  erosion  of  strict  confiden¬ 
tiality,  H.226  will  serve  only  to  keep  more 
people  from  finding  out  about  their  HIVab 
status,  and  thus  we’ll  lose  the  opportunity 
for  doctors  to  encourage  voluntary  notifica¬ 
tion.  In  the  already  sensitive  are  of  sexually 
transmitted  disease,  this  bill  places  yet 
another  barrier  between  the  doctor  and  pa¬ 
tient.  As  long  as  patients  are  afraid  to  com¬ 
municate  honestly  with  their  physicians,  the 
epidemic  will  be  needlessly  perpetuated. 
(Here,  the  bill  achieves  the  opposite  of  its 
stated  goal.) 

The  actual  care  of  patients  will  be  en¬ 
dangered/delayed.  Few  people  clearly  un¬ 
derstand  the  full  impact  of  legislation  on 
their  lives;  those  who  begin  to  feel  ill  may 
delay  seeking  treatment  or  the  HIV  test  for 
fear  their  sexual  contacts  and/or  employers 
might  be  contacted  without  their  first  being 
able  to  communicate  with  them.  It  cannot 
be  stressed  enough  that  all  confidentiality 
ends  with  a  single  telephone  call.  Clear  com¬ 
munication  between  providers  and  patients 
will  be  stymied  on  crucial  sexual  and  health 
issues.  For  such  a  life-threatening  disease  as 
HIV  infection,  such  barriers  to  honest  com¬ 
munication  between  doctor  and  patient  may 
be  literally  fatal. 

Are  physicians  so  uniformly  trustworthy 
that  we  are  ready  to  entrust  our  civil  rights  to 
their  subjective  discretion?  Indeed,  this  leg¬ 
islation  is  clearly  designed  to  ease  the  con¬ 
science  —  if  not  the  fear  of  litigation  —  of 
individual  doctors.  This  bill  addresses  the 
emotional  conflicts  of  physicians,  when  the 
real  work  of  halting  the  spread  of  this  syn¬ 
drome  is  not  being  done.  (It  is  clear,  for  in¬ 
stance,  that  the  education  efforts  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Health  (DPH)  and 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  have 
failed  so  far.  What  else  can  their  support  of 
this  legislation  mean?  Does  this  bill  signal  an 
admission  of  defeat  by  DPH  and  the  AAC?) 

‘Friends’  in  high  places 

There  are  several  alarming  problems  re¬ 
garding  the  individuals  and  organizations 
who  designed  and  approved  this  legislation, 
and  others  who  now  support  it. 

GLAD  AIDS  Law  Project  Director  Den¬ 
ise  McWilliams,  who  served  on  the  working 
group,  SHOULD  NOT  be  involved  in  the 
drafting  of  legislation  that  clearly  erodes  the 
confidentiality  laws  now  in  place  in  this 
Commonwealth,  but  she  is. 

AAC’s  Executive  Director,  Larry  Kessler, 
SHOULD  NOT  be  a  co-writer  and  support¬ 
er  of  such  legislation,  but  he  is. 

The  Boston  AIDS  Consortium  (Holly 
Ladd,  Director)  SHOULD  NOT  be  on 
record  as  supporting  such  legislation,  but  it 
is. 

NOTE  THAT  THE  CIVIL  LIBERTIES 
UNION  OPPOSES  THIS  LEGISLATION, 
because  of  the  obvious  danger  of  abuse  by 
unscrupulous  or  ignorant  physicians,  and 
because  the  Union  recognizes  that  confiden¬ 
tiality  cannot  be  “partly”  protected:  it 
either  is  or  is  not.  Additionally,  the  Civil 
Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  (CLUM)  realizes 
(as  AAC  certainly  should)  that  this  bill,  by 
discouraging  voluntary  testing,  will  thereby 
endanger  the  lives  of  HIV-infected  in¬ 
dividuals. 

Those  who  continue  to  support  H.226 
claim  they  do  so  because  transmission  of 
HIV  is  never  acceptable.  We  couldn’t  agree 
more,  but  we  also  realize  that  this  bill  does 
absolutely  nothing  to  prevent  HIV  transmis¬ 
sion,  and  could  instead  contribute  to  the 
spread  of  AIDS. 

Some  random  points 

GLAD  —  a  group  of  gay  and  lesbian  law¬ 
yers  —  ought  to  think  twice  when  it  finds 
itself  in  direct  opposition  to  CLUM  and 
MGLPC  on  an  issue  regarding  HIV  confi¬ 
dentiality.  And  the  lesbian,  gay,  and  bisex¬ 
ual  community  ought  to  think  twice  about 
who’s  really  protecting  them  from  civil 
rights  abuses.  They  should  do  such  thinking 
Continued  on  page  6 
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with  their  publicly-voiced  opinions  and  their 
checkbooks. 

AAC  ought  to  think  at  least  twice  when  it 
finds  itself  approving  legislation  that  char¬ 
acterizes  HIV-infected  individuals  as  dan¬ 
gerous,  irresponsible  “carriers”  among  an 
“innocent”  population. 

Every  person  who  served  on  the  working 
group  that  devised  and  approved  this  legisla¬ 
tion  should  be  ashamed  of  his/her  participa¬ 
tion  in  it,  particularly  those  who  —  like 
Larry  Kessler  and  Denise  McWilliams  — 
receive  sizable  salaries  that  are  paid  to  them 
for  the  most  part  through  contributions 
made  by  the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 
That  community  has  entrusted  them  with 
their  confidence,  and,  apparently,  foolishly 
assumed  that  these  “advocates”  placed  the 
interests  of  people  with  AIDS/HIV  infec¬ 
tion  first  and  foremost.  This  legislation 
perpetuates  the  contemptible  concept  of 
HIV  transmission  as  an  intentional,  malici¬ 
ous,  criminal  activity. 

The  bill  as  a  “women’s  issue” 

GLAD’s  Denise  McWilliams  dares  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  this  measure  is  about  a  women’s 
issue:  that  the  confidentiality  laws  currently 
in  place  “protect”  men  who  hide  their  status 
from  their  wives/sexual  partners.  Any 
woman  who  already  thinks  she’s  at  such  low 
risk  for  AIDS  that  she  needn’t  practice  safer  sex 
will  be  encouraged  by  this  legislation  to  con¬ 
tinue  engaging  in  high-risk  behavior.  This 
bill  encourages  the  very  behaviors  through 
which  the  epidemic  is  spread.  And,  as  il¬ 
lustrated  above,  this  bill  will  actually 
decrease  the  amount  of  partner  notification 
—  voluntary  or  otherwise. 

Additionally,  statements  McWilliams  has 
explicitly  made  just  perpetuate  the  pitting  of 
innocent  victims  against  vicious  carriers,  a 
concept  the  AIDS,  gay,  lesbian,  and  bisex¬ 
ual  communities  have  fought  since  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  this  fucking  epidemic.  Does 
McWilliams  agree  with  the  rabidly  anti-gay, 
anti-people-with-AIDS  Nancy  Sutton  of 
Family  First,  who  praised  this  legislation  by 
saying,  “AIDS  ...  affects  many  women  and 
children.  These  are  the  true  victims,  who 
have  not  broken  any  laws  or  engaged  in  de¬ 
viant  behavior.”  If  women  need  protection 
from  anything,  it’s  from  such  patronizing 
and  phony  “defense”  of  their  health  and 
reproductive  rights. 


they  do,  and  that  we  are  indeed  opposed  to 
H.226.  And  let  GLAD  and  AAC  know 
where  you  stand  as  well.  Do  it  for  people 
with  AIDS,  do  it  for  people  with  HIV  infec¬ 
tion,  do  it  for  yourself.  Do  it  because  it’s 
right. 

Stephen  Skuce  is  a  member  of  ACT 
UP /Boston’s  H.226  Working  Group.  This 
column  reflects  the  consensus  of  ACT 
UP /Boston. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  Speaking  Out 
are  those  of  the  author(s)  and  are  not  intend¬ 
ed  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  mem¬ 
bership. 

Pratt 

Continued  from  page  3 

heid;  and  the  Second  Encuentro  of  Latin 
American  and  Caribbean  Lesbians,  which 
will  convene  in  1990  in  Peru. 

In  addition,  the  Academy  provides  fund¬ 
ing  to  Firebrand  to  publish  a  trade  edition  of 
the  book  to  be  distributed  to  Academy 
members.  According  to  Pratt,  the  Lamont 
has  been  awarded  to  a  book  published  by  a 
small  press  only  four  times.  “It’s  the  first 
time  a  women’s  press,  much  less  a 
lesbian/feminist  press,  has  ever  won,”  she 
said.  She  added  that  she  was  excited  about 
the  likelihood  that  an  explicitly  lesbian  and 
political  book  of  poetry  will  find  its  way  to 
the  shelves  of  libraries  in  cities  and  small 
towns  all  over  the  country.  “Since  libraries 
often  have  small  budgets  for  poetry  books, 
the  first  ones  they  buy  are  the  award-win¬ 
ners.  Can  you  imagine?” 

Note:  The  acceptance  speech  Pratt  gave 
May  16  will  appear  in  an  upcoming  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out’’  column  in  GCN. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 


Hidden  motives 

The  legislation’s  section  dealing  with 
mandated  patient  care  —  insisting  that 
physicians  MUST  treat  HIV-infected  in¬ 
dividuals  —  is  perhaps  reasonable  enough. 
But  such  a  requirement  should  rise  or  fall  on 
its  own  merits;  as  it  now  stands,  it’s  held 
hostage  to  the  rest  of  the  bill  to  which  it  is  at¬ 
tached.  Such  “compromise”  legislation 
often  emerges  from  heated  backroom 
bargaining  sessions  among  professional 
politicians.  But  it  is  most  distressing  to  see  it 
emerge  from  a  group  of  “AIDS  profes¬ 
sionals”  who  should  be  concerned  with  pro¬ 
tecting  the  AIDS  community,  and  taking 
meaningful  steps  to  halt  this  epidemic.  In¬ 
stead,  they’ve  drafted  legislation  clearly  bas¬ 
ed  on  extreme  cases  —  a  lousy  basis  for 
lawmaking. 

Most  of  its  defenders  characterize  this  bill 


FENWAY 

COMMUNITY _ 

HEALTH 
CENTER  C 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 
HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
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as  a  compromise  to  prevent  “worse”  legisla¬ 
tion.  Bad  legislation,  worse  legislation,  and 
the  worst  legislation  must  ALL  be  actively 
opposed.  This  is  VERY  BAD  legislation, 
and  bad  legislation  drives  out  GOOD  legis¬ 
lation.  It  also  gives  a  foot-in-the-door  to  the 
very  “worst”  legislation  it’s  supposed  to 
derail.  In  fact,  IT  WILL  BE  MUCH  MORE 
DIFFICULT  TO  DEFEAT  THIS  BILL 
THAN  IT  WOULD  BE  TO  DEFEAT 
OUTLANDISHLY  EVIL  LEGISLATION, 
BECAUSE  THIS  WAS  DRAFTED  BY 
OUR  “FRIENDS.”  Additionally,  this  bill  is 
not  substantially  different  from  worse  laws: 
again,  ALL  CONFIDENTIALITY  IS  DE¬ 
STROYED  WITH  A  SINGLE  PHONE 
CALL. 

Larry  Kessler  (among  others)  has  defend¬ 
ed  this  bill  by  suggesting  that  we’d  have  a 
partner  notification  bill  by  the  end  of  this 
session  otherwise.  LARRY  KESSLER 
SAID  THE  SAME  THING  ABOUT  THE 
LAST  LEGISLATIVE  SESSION,  AND  IT 
DIDN’T  HAPPEN.  As  long  as  we’re  con¬ 
vinced  we’re  eventually  going  to  lose,  we’ll 
continue  losing. 

Call  or  write  to  your  state  senator  and 
representative  today  and  urge  them  to 
defeat  H.226.  Call  Rep.  McDonough’s  of¬ 
fice  at  (617)  722-2130  and  let  him  know  that 
the  authors  of  this  bill  DO  NOT  ’’represent 
the  gay/lesbian  community”  as  he  thinks 
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Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

presents 


LIVING  WELL 


series 


Presentations  to  enhance  our  lives  in  the  era  of  AIDS. 

Weekly  workshops  will  be  offered  on  various  aspects  of  living  with  HIV. 
All  are  welcome,  though  certain  presentations  will  be 
more  relevant  to  those  with  HIV  infection. 


NUTRITION  &  HIV  Tuesday,  June  6  6  -  8  PM 

WHOLISTIC  HEALTH  &  HIV  Thursday,  June  8  6  -  8  PM 

SEX  &  INTIMACY  FOR  LESBIANS  Tuesday,  June  13  7:30-9:30  PM 
LEGAL  ISSUES  &  HIV  Monday,  June  19  6  -  8  PM 

AN  EVENING  WITH  BOB  MALCHODI 

(AAC  Wellness  Coordinator)  Wednesday,  June  28  6-  8  PM 

Free  of  charge  FCHC,  93  Massachusetts  Avenue,  3rd  Floor 

Call  Paul  or  Robb  at  267-0900  to  pre-register. 


»>Celebrating  Lesbian  et)  Gay  Pride  «< 


2  in  20 


Two  in  Twenty: 

A  Lesbian  Soap  Opera 

A  Special  Encore  Benefit  Presentation 
Wed.Thu.  June  14-15 

Parts  1-2-3  Wed.  8  pm  •  Parts  4-5  Thu.  8  pm 
Tickets:  $5.50/night  or  $10  for  both  shows. 


ASL  imejpreted 
Closed  Captioned 


Somerville  Theatre 

55  Davis  Sq  •  625-1  OH  1  •  On  the  Red  Line 


I ©IF  TOill©]^  ©is  imi  ©lEIFUPI5 

A  sight-  saving  and  life-prolonging  treatment  for 
AIDS  infection  is  being  withheld  by  the  manufac¬ 
turer  to  maximize  profits. 

Thousands  of  people  with  AIDS  are  affected  by  CMV  retini¬ 
tis,  an  infection  which  progresses  rapidly  to  blindness.  The 
drug  Foscamet  is  an  effective  treatment  for  CMV  retinitis, 
without  the  deadly  side-effects  of  DHPG,  the  only  other 
treatment. 

Why  are  thousands  of  PWA's  still  condemned  to 
blindness?  CORPORATE  GREED.  The  kind  and  gentle 
folk  at  ASTRA  Pharmaceuticals  know  that  they  are  sitting  on  a 
gold  mine  with  the  exclusive  rights  to  Foscamet.  They  refuse 
treatment  to  all  but  the  lucky  few  who  can  qualify  for  clinical 
trials.  Foscamet  could  be  available  now  through  compassion¬ 
ate  use  programs  but  ASTRA 's  only  concern  is  the  drug's  future 
marketability. 

WE  DEMAND  ACCESS  TO  TREATMENT  NOW! 

Demonstrate  at  ASTRA  Pharmaceuticals 
Thursday,  June  15  4  to  6pm  (Bus  leaves  Boston  at  3) 

ACT  UP/  Boston  492-2887 
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76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


I  have  seen . .  explosively  funny  bits!" 

-Joyce  Kurnawtk  WBZTV 
“If S delightful!"  -John Corcoran.  WNEVTV 


"Boffo!  You'll  love  it!"  -Dixie  Whaliey.  WCVB 


357-8384 

DINNER/THEATRE 
PACKAGES 
AVAILABLE 


GROUP  RATES 
Call  426-4444 
or  542-1701 


Violence  And  Abuse 

are  not  just  straight  problems. 
Lovers  curse  each  other,  get 
beaten  up,  put  each  other 
down,  too.  Your  relationship 
doesn’t  have  to  be  filled  with 
fear  and  frustration . 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 


SILENCE  =  DEATH 


ACT  UP  AT  the  HAYMARKET 
twenty  years  of  revolting  queens 


JUNE  ii  3  to  8  pm 


The  circle  and  the  globe 

Jim  Vetter  and  Evi  Seidman  perform  at  Speakers  Bureau 
benefit 


Jim  Vetter:  A  Lonely  Romance  and  Evi  Seid¬ 
man:  Stand-up  Environmentalist.  Perfor¬ 
mances  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau 
benefit  screening  of  Cindy  Marshall's  video  on 
homophobia  and  name-calling,  "Sticks,  Stones  and 
Stereotypes.”  Mass  College  of  An,  May  20. 

By  Will  Johnston 

et  on  a  sparsely  furnished  stage,  and 
making  use  of  elaborate  pantomime 
and  sound  effects,  Jim  Vetter’s  “A 
Lonely  Romance”  monologue  presents  one 
gay  man’s  experience  growing  up  different. 

When  we  meet  Vetter’s  character  he  is 
waiting  impatiently  for  his  lover  Jeffrey  to 
arrive.  In  his  apartment  adorned  with  pos¬ 
ters  of  film  classics  and  with  a  background 
of  music  from  Fred  Astaire  movies,  he 
recalls  a  time  when  Jeffrey  criticized  him  for 
being  asocial:  “He  said  that  I  have  no  sense 
of  reality.  I  told  him  I’d  take  that  as  a  com¬ 
pliment.” 

Through  extended  flashbacks,  we  see  the 
character  in  childhood  when  his  early  feel¬ 
ings  of  inadequacy  are  neatly  summed  up 
this  way:  “The  only  game  I  was  any  good  at 
was  dodgeball.”  As  a  boy,  he  found  a  way 
to  escape  schoolyard  taunts  of  “sissy”  and 
“faggot”  by  drawing  a  magic  chalk  circle  at 
his  feet. 

Transfixed  by  the  glorified  romance  of 
old  movies  in  a  downtown  theater,  he  says, 
“When  other  kids  were  making  friends  or 
fighting  or  falling  in  love,  I  was  watching 
and  dreaming.”  The  theater  provides  a  safe 
haven,  a  slightly  larger  magic  chalk  circle. 
But  when  he  becomes  aware  of  the  frequent 
smiling  presence  of  a  handsome  young  man 
a  few  seats  away,  he  is  unsettled.  And 
watching  Dirk  Bogarde  in  Victim  sends  him 
headlong  to  the  card  catalogue  of  his  local 
library  to  look  up  the  letter  “H.”  (Here, 
many  in  the  audience  chuckled.  How  many 
of  us  have  crouched  for  hours  in  the  aisles  of 
libraries,  voraciously  reading  books  we 
would  never  dare  take  out?) 

The  climax  of  the  performance  was  Vet¬ 
ter’s  interlude  set  to  Astaire’s  “Cheek  to 
Cheek,”  in  which  he  wears  white  gloves  and 
dances  with  a  cane  levitated  several  inches 
from  his  hands.  This  standard  magical  ef¬ 
fect  is  too  often  presented  without  reason, 
but  here  it  becomes  an  important  expression 
of  the  character’s  fantasy  world.  The  cane 
seems  moved  by  the  spirit  of  Astaire,  whose 
dances  with  props  likewise  continue  the  nar¬ 
rative  line.  At  the  end  of  the  routine,  a 
blacklight  illuminates  from  above  so  that 
only  Vetter’s  shirtfront,  gloves  and  cane  are 
seen.  Circling  around  his  head,  it  becomes 
yet  another  expression  of  the  circle  of  safety 
he  had  drawn  as  a  child.  Happily,  by  the  end 
of  the  piece,  Vetter’s  character  has  learned 
that  by  taking  some  risks  he  can  enlarge  that 
circle  of  safety  to  include  other  people 
around  him. 

Evi  Seidman’s  routine  as  a  stand-up  en¬ 
vironmentalist  lifted  the  audience  from  the 
dramatic  seriousness  of  Vetter’s  work  to  a 
comedic  level  of  fantasy  and  social  satire. 
Dressed  in  a  turquoise  shirt  with  suspenders 
and  a  bow  tie,  and  surrounded  by  an  unlike¬ 
ly  assortment  of  props  (including  a  three- 


foot  inflated  plastic  Earth  on  a  pedestal), 
Seidman  offered  the  image  of  the  vaudeville 
entertainer. 

Referring  to  name-calling,  she  observed, 
“It  takes  a  gay  man  to  deal  with  being  called 
a  faggot.  From  what  I  hear,  straight  men 
can’t  deal  with  it.”  After  looking  up  “ho¬ 
mophobia”  in  the  dictionary,  she  cited  a 
word  she  found  nearby,  saying,  “I  always 
thought  that  ‘homogeneous’  was  a  brilliant 
gay  individual.”  Recalling  her  childhood 
desires  to  be  President  or  a  rabbi,  and  her 
father’s  discouragement,  she  concludes: 
“So  I  said,  ‘If  I  can’t  be  President,  and  I 
can’t  be  a  rabbi,  then  hey!  —  I’ll  be  a  les¬ 
bian.’  ” 

Seidman  recited  humorous  poems  and 


raps  songs  about  environmental  issues,  most 
often  focused  on  the  preciousness  of  our 
drinkable  water  supply,  and  the  ways  in 
which  we  pollute  it.  Sprinkling  her  commen¬ 
tary  with  statistics  and  reading  from  mock 
gilt-edged  tomes,  Seidman  recalled  to  me 
the  Professor  Willard  character  in  Our 
Town,  jarring  us  from  the  local  by  sending 
us  a  global,  and  at  times,  cosmic,  perspec¬ 
tive  on  our  place  in  the  ecosystem.  Yet  no 
sooner  had  she  offered  statistics  than  she 
would  veer  off  to  a  sight  gag  —  such  as 
pouring  herself  a  glass  of  water  from  a  sack 
in  the  shape  of  the  globe. 

While  Vetter’s  piece  and  Cindy 
Marshall’s  video-documentary  on  homo¬ 
phobia  focused  on  combatting  forces  that 
usually  originate  outside  our  intimate  circle, 
Seidman’s  penetrating  social  critique  forced 
us  to  confront  our  own  behaviors.  Rather 
than  condemning  only  government  and  big 
business,  Seidman  reminds  us  in  a  song 
about  toilets  that  each  of  us  is  a  factory  that 
produces  wastes  (“Flush  it  down/Flush  it 
down/Just  make  it  go  away”).  While  she 
doesn’t  offer  immediate  solutions,  her  mes¬ 
sage  is  clear:  the  route  to  a  better  world 
begins  with  individual  responsibility. 

What  we  put  in 
Is  what  we  'll  get  out 
Of  Nature’s  circle. 

We  all  live  downstream 
And  we  all  live  upstream 
In  everything  we  do.  □ 


Skinheads 

Continued  from  page  I 

He  said  that  American  skinheads  are 
usually  suburban  teenagers,  “[who  exist]  as 
a  nihilistic  and  violent  subgroup  within  the 
larger  punk  culture.  Suburban  emptiness 
and  broken  homes  seem  to  be  their  breeding 
ground,  rather  than  generalized  [national] 
economic  distress.” 

But,  Anderson  cautioned,  “Not  all  skin¬ 
heads  are  necessarily  racist  or  violent.  In¬ 
deed,  with  the  skinhead  groups  in  D.C., 
there  has  been  conflict  over  this  very 
issue....  There  is  little  evidence  here  of  any 
direct  links  to  organized  racist  groups....  It’s 
important  not  to  overstate  the  situation.... 
Not  all  young  people  with  shaved  heads  are 
skinheads.” 

According  to  Klanwatch,  skinheads  “rep¬ 
resent  a  unique  and  frightening  phenome¬ 
non  in  the  history  of  white  supremacism  in 
America.”  Gangs  of  teens  who  belong  to  a 
hard-edged  rock  and  roll  counterculture  are 
being  molded  into  a  national  network  by 
older  white  supremacists,  warns  Klanwatch. 

Richard  Butler  of  the  Aryan  Nations  is 
one  such  person  who  is  organizing  the  skin¬ 
heads.  In  late  April,  Butler  held  a  celebra¬ 


tion  in  Idaho  to  honor  the  100th  birthday  of 
Adolph  Hitler.  A  21 -year-old  Californian 
calling  himself  “Whiteman”  explained  the 
skinhead  philosophy  at  the  meeting  in  Idaho 
as  “retaliation  for  all  the  years  of  being 
beaten  down  by  other  races”  and  predicted 
“a  new  generation  has  to  come.  The 
skinheads  are  the  next  wave.” 

Recording  hate  crimes 

The  rise  of  skinhead  and  hate-motivated 
violence  has  prompted  many  organizations 
to  push  for  various  types  of  new  legislation. 
NGLTF  was  the  principal  group  that  lob¬ 
bied  to  add  sexual  orientation  to  the  protec¬ 
tions  for  race,  religion,  and  ethnicity  in  the 
Hate  Crimes  Statistics  Act,  now  pending  in 
Congress.  The  bill  would  require  the  federal 
government  to  collect  data  on  crimes  moti¬ 
vated  by  prejudice. 

The  legislation  won  unanimous  approval 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  Judici¬ 
ary  Subcommittee  on  Criminal  Justice,  and 
is  expected  to  enjoy  “smooth  sailing”  until 
anticipated  interference  in  the  Senate  by 
Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R-NC),  according  to  Ber- 
rill. 

The  federal  statistics  bill  passed  the  House 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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Jim  Vetter 


An  Evening  with  the  Director  (Rosa  von  Praun- 
heim).  Screenings  of  A  Virus  Knows  No  Morals, 
City  of  Lost  Souls,  and  Anita:  Dances  of  Vice. 


By  Liz  Galst 

Some  people  might  think  of  it  as  the  Big  Apple,  but  to  me,  New  York  is  film. 
In  an  age  when  independent  cinema  is  being  eaten  up  by  the  corporate  Blob 
at  a  pace  so  fast  it  could  make  your  head  spin,  the  film  community  in  New 
York  has  managed  to  hold  its  own,  at  least  for  a  little  while.  Parts  of  it,  in  fact, 
are  booming.  Which  parts,  you  may  ask?  Well,  some  segments  of  the  queer 
ones  at  least.  This  fall  will  herald  the  third  annual  Lesbian  and  Gay  Experi¬ 
mental  Film  Festival.  And  this  June,  from  the  7th  to  the  20th,  a  film  ex¬ 
travaganza  known  as  The  New  York  International  Festival  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Film  (the  organizers  are  calling  it  “The  New  Festival”)  makes  its  debut  at  the 
Biograph  Cinema. 

The  New  Festival  is  a  mish  mosh  of  all  sorts  of  queer  film.  There’s  a  number 
of  U.S.  and  international  premieres,  a  well-curated  program  called  “Lesbian 
and  Gay  Heritage  on  Film,”  and  several  evenings  of  experimental  work.  There 
are  documentary  films  mixed  in  with  the  feature-length  narratives,  foreign 
films,  as  well  as  domestic.  There  is,  unfortunately,  a  dearth  of  films  by  queer 
people  of  color.  As  far  as  I  can  figure  out,  Michelle  Parkerson’s  Storme:  The 
Lady  of  the  Jewel  Box  and  Midi  Onodera’s  Ten  Cents  a  Dance/Parallax  and  A 
Displaced  View  are  the  only  ones.  While  people  of  color  often  have  the  least  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  high-cost  world  of  filmmaking,  and  therefore  make  fewer  films, 
there  are  some  important  movies  —  for  example,  those  of  British  filmmaker 
Isaac  Julien  —  which  could  have  been  included. 

The  New  Festival  provides  many  ways  to  have  your  queer  identity  affirmed 
on  film.  So  many,  in  fact,  you  might  as  well  just  camp  out  at  the  Biograph  for 
those  two  weeks.  Of  course,  there  are  probably  those  of  you  who  have  jobs, 
and  other  commitments  that  might  require  you  to  choose  your  viewing  ex¬ 
periences  more  carefully.  So,  to  help  you  sort  out  the  huge  selection,  we  offer  a 
capsule  look  at  some  of  the  high  points  and  low  spots  on  the  festival. 

For  a  complete  schedule,  call  212/866-6516. 


“Ah  hah,”  you’re  probably  thinking,  “a 
rare  opportunity  to  glory  in  the  presence  of 
this  prolific,  controversial  German  artiste.” 
Well  if  you  ask  me,  stay  home.  You  want  to 
cough  up  seven  bucks  to  hear  this  guy  war¬ 
ble  on  about  himself  in  person,  that’s  your 
business.  I’d  rather  buy  a  pizza. 

Rosa  von  Praunheim  is  a  schmuck. 

I  first  formed  this  opinion  two  and  a  half 
years  ago  at  a  retrospective  of  his  work  held 
here  at  Boston’s  Institute  of  Contemporary 
Art.  Von  Praunheim  was  discussing  his 
name,  which,  in  case  you  hadn’t  guessed,  is 
not  the  one  his  parents  gave  him.  Someone 
had  asked  him  if  he  changed  it  when  he  came 
out,  since  “Rosa”  is  the  word  for  pink  in  Ger¬ 
man.  In  the  masterful  English  he’d  picked 
up  from  living  in  the  U.S.  for  seven  or  eight 
years,  von  Praunheim  replied,  “I  was  not 
gay  at  the  time,  I  was  fucking  women.” 
“You  slimy  pig,”  I  thought,  and  hoped  for 
a  quick  end  to  the  question-and-answer  sec¬ 
tion  of  that  evening’s  program.  Alas,  it  was 
not  to  be. 

I  endured  the  rest  of  the  session,  never 
forgiving  Rosa,  although  he  did  redeem 
himself  slightly  by  telling  some  charming 
anecdotes  about  his  life  and  his  work.  That 
evening  I  hoped  that  von  Praunheim  might 
be  one  of  those  great  artists  whose  work 
overshadows  his  personal  repugnance.  But, 
having  sat  through  about  five  or  six  of  his 
films  during  that  week,  and  three  or  four 
since  that  time,  I  can  only  report  that  my 
hopes  were  dashed.  Von  Praunheim’s  films 
sometimes  have  a  lot  of  energy,  but  they’re 
all  really  sloppy.  And  though  I  sometimes 
find  his  “Fuck  Art,  Let’s  Make  a  Movie” 
approach  to  filmmaking  refreshing,  his 
work  is  so  technically  inadequate  it  can  be 
annoying  to  watch  (this  is  from  me,  who  will 
sit  through  almost  anything  no  matter  how 
scratchy  the  sound  is  or  how  out  of  focus  the 
picture).  Too  many  times,  he’s  made  films 
that  other  people  have  already  made  better. 
His  Red  Love  is  a  blatant  rip  off  of  Dusan 
Makavejev’s  1 VR:  Mysteries  of  the  Organ¬ 
ism,  but  WR  is  just  much  better  done. 

What  von  Praunheim  does  best  are  films 
that  simultaneously  send  up  and  pay  tribute 
to  the  German  Expressionist  Film  move¬ 
ment  of  the  late  ’teens  and  early  ’20s.  His 
Horror  Vacqui  —  The  Fear  of  Emptiness 
(1984)  is  a  garishly  funny  story  about  a  gay 
man  who  joins  a  free-love  cult  in  hopes  of 
finding  true.  Von  Praunheim’s  1986  film 
about  AIDS,  A  Virus  Knows  No  Morals 
(starring  Rosa  himself  as  a  bathhouse  owner 
with  AIDS)  is  full  of  the  crass  characteriza¬ 
tion,  dizzying  camera  work,  and  harsh  col¬ 
ors  that  would  have  made  early  Expression¬ 
ist  filmmakers  like  Robert  Weine  ( The  Cabi¬ 
net  of  Doctor  Caligari)  proud.  And,  if 
nothing  else,  you  shouldn’t  miss  the  musical 
numbers  by  the  drag  group  The  Bermudas, 
who  alone  are  worth  seven  bucks  at  the 
door. 

The  New  Festival  will  also  feature  von 
Praunheim’s  City  of  Lost  Souls  (1982), 
a/k/a  Burger  Queen  of  Berlin,  a  nearly 
plotless  documentary  about  expatriate  U.S. 
artists  and  performers  in  the  walled  city. 
Anita  —  Dances  of  Vice  (1987)  is  the  story, 
told  in  hallucinations,  of  a  Berlin  street  per¬ 
son  imprisoned  in  a  mental  institution  who 
imagines  herself  to  be  the  infamous  Anita 
Berber,  a  nude  dancer  from  1920s  Berlin. 

So  listen,  if  women’s  liberation,  technical 
competence  and  complex  characterization 
are  not  things  you  care  about,  see  von 
Praunheim  and  his  work.  He’s  a  filmmaker 
with  a  lot  of  energy,  and  for  some  reason,  a 
lot  of  funding.  □  —  £.G. 


Tiny  and  Ruby:  Hell  Divin’  Women.  Directed 
by  Greta  Schiller  and  Andrea  Weiss. 

In  a  written  introduction  to  Tiny  and 
Ruby:  Hell  Divin  ’  Women,  director  Greta 
Schiller  described  her  first  attempts  to  meet 
with  jazz  great  Tiny  Davis.  “On  arrival  at 
her  turquoise  doorstep,  I  was  greeted  by  her 
companion  of  over  40  years,  Ruby  Renei 
Lucas,  ‘What  the  hell  did  they  send  a  white 
girl  like  you  for?’  As  my  stomach  turned,  I 
took  a  deep  breath  and  replied,  T  was  all 
they  had.’  ”  Perhaps  that’s  the  problem 
with  Tiny  and  Ruby....  Did  the  two  white 
filmmakers  never  manage  to  catch  the  beat? 
Or  maybe  it’s  that  talking  heads  documen¬ 
tary  doesn’t  give  these  two  musicians  much 
of  a  chance  to  express  themselves  in  music, 
their  native  tongue.  Maybe  the  filmmakers 
just  asked  the  wrong  questions,  or  the  air 
was  stale  on  the  days  they  rolled  their 
cameras.  It  could  be  that  the  problem  stems 
from  a  combination  of  these  factors. 
Whatever  it  is,  there  is  definitely  something 
missing  from  this  film.  That’s  not  to  say  that 
I  didn’t  enjoy  it.  I  did.  But  as  a  filmmaker 


who’s  been  involved  in  oral  history-based 
documentary  work,  I  couldn’t  help  but  feel 
that  Tiny  Davis  and  Ruby  Lucas  were  meant 
for  something  better. 

The  film  consists  mainly  of  interviews 
with  Tiny  and  Ruby.  They  talk  about  how 
they’ve  made  their  lives  together,  and  about 
their  work  with  the  International  Sweet¬ 
hearts  of  Rhythm.  (The  Sweethearts  were  a 
multi-racial  women’s  jazz  band  which,  dur¬ 
ing  WWII,  played  the  Deep  South  and  the 
Black  band  circuit  in  this  country,  as  well  as 
headlining  in  some  of  the  major  cities  in  this 
hemisphere).  They  discuss  the  war  years, 
what  people  did,  and  where  they  hung  out 
with  each  other.  There  are  pleasant  scenes  of 
Ruby  doing  the  dishes  at  home,  in  addition 
to  archival  footage  of  the  Sweethearts, 
something  I’m  always  a  sucker  for.  Cheryl 
Clarke’s  voice-over  poem  is  fierce.  Also  in¬ 
cluded  are  some  rare  home  movies  of  a  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  bar  the  couple  ran  in  the  years 
before  Stonewall.  Tiny  and  Ruby  even  ends 
with  a  lovely  shot  of  Tiny  playing  trumpet 
with  her  great  grandson. 

Nu,  what’s  not  to  like?  Well,  somehow, 
Schiller  and  Weiss’  film  just  doesn’t  click. 
Both  Davis  and  Lucas  seem  too  shy  in  front 
of  the  camera.  While  I  might  expect  that  in 
the  beginning  of  an  interview,  their  con¬ 
tinued  awkwardness  made  it  difficult  for  me 
to  connect  with  them.  In  addition,  the  film 
fails  to  set  these  women’s  lives  in  any  kind  of 
larger  social  context.  Much  of  what  they 
have  to  say  begs  questions  which  remain 
unanswered.  And  quite  frankly,  there’s  just 
not  enough  hot  jazz.  So,  if  you’re  wonder¬ 
ing  whether  white  dykes  can  produce  an 
engaging  documentary  about  the  lives  of 
Black  lesbians,  I’d  have  to  say  that  the  jury 
is  still  out.  □  —  L.G. 


Derek  Jarman:  A  Retrospective  (including 
Derek  Jarman:  You  Know  What  I  Mean,  Im¬ 
agining  October,  Sebastiane,  The  Angelic 
Conversation,  Jubilee,  Caravaggio,  The 
Tempest,  and  The  Last  of  England) 

There  are  a  lot  of  people  who  don’t  like 
British  filmmaker  Derek  Jarman’s  work.  I 
understand  that.  His  imagery  is  often  crypt¬ 
ic.  In  fact,  if  you’ve  watched  many  of  his 
short  films,  you  may  find  this  to  be  a  com¬ 
plete  understatement.  He  does  not  believe 
that  plot  development  needs,  necessarily,  to 
be  a  cinematic  imperative.  Also,  his  writing 
can  be  completely  inaccessible.  Still,  I  love 
Jarman’s  films.  His  work  has  a  painterliness 
you  can’t  find  anywhere  else,  a  complete 
dedication  to  film  as  a  visual  medium.  He’s 
an  artist  who  says  “fuck  you”  to  the  con¬ 
ventions  of  the  film  industry  and  asserts  his 
own  extremely  personal  aesthetic.  Plus,  he’s 
flagrantly  queer.  So,  while  I  don’t  die  for 
everything  he  puts  up  on  the  screen,  I  think 
his  work  is  challenging  and  well  worth  see¬ 
ing. 

I’m  thrilled  that  the  New  Festival  has 
planned  such  a  complete  program  of  his 
work,  even  if  I  think  they  scheduled  it  in  a 
funny  order.  To  me,  it  would  make  more 
sense  to  begin  with  his  more  narrative  films, 
to  sort  of  ease  the  Hollywood-trained  viewer 
into  the  Derek  Jarman  gestalt.  Caravaggio  is 
what  I’d  show  first.  It’s  an  absolutely 
gorgeous  feature-length  portrait  of  the 
bisexual  Italian  Renaissance  painter  (and 
murderer)  who  developed  chiaroscuro.  Car¬ 
avaggio  was  a  court  painter  who  lived  his  life 
among  the  common  people.  As  Jarman  says 
“notorious  amongst  his  contemoraries  as  a 
dangerous  and  dangerous-looking  young 
man,  the  violent  trajectory  of  his  life  calls 
assumptions  about  an  artist’s  relation  to 
society  into  play  ...  casual  pick-ups  (were] 
painted  as  Saint  John,  dead  prostitutes 
hauled  from  the  Tiber  hung  as  Virgins  over 
the  counter-Reformation  altars  of  Rome.” 
This  film  is  a  joy  to  watch:  beautiful  to  look 
at,  and  there’s  enough  plot  to  keep  things 
moving  along  in  a  semi-narrative  fashion. 

Sebastiane  I’d  put  up  next.  Half  soft-core 
porn,  half  hagiography,  it’s  the  story  of  the 
martyred  Saint  S.,  so  devoted  to  Jesus,  he 
fights  off  the  otherwise  welcome  advances 
of  a  Roman  command  officer.  It’s  the 
world’s  only  feature  length  film  in  Latin,  the 
official  language  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
I’m  hoping  this  film  bagged  Jarman  a 
special  commendation  from  the  Vatican  for 
encouraging  the  use  of  an  otherwise  dead 
language. 

Then  I’d  schedule  The  Tempest,  a  stun¬ 
ning  version  of  the  Shakespeare  classic  shot 
in  a  16th  century  abbey.  And  after  that  Jubi¬ 
lee,  a  dystopic  look  at  post-industrial 
England.  This  would  segue  nicely,  I  think, 
into  his  more  abstruse  (some  might  say  in¬ 
comprehensible)  films.  In  The  Angelic  Con¬ 
versations,  Shakespeare  sonnets  read  by 
Judi  Dench  accompany  two  men  as  they 
wander  through  a  landscape.  Here  Jarman 
uses  some  knock-out  hand-held  time  lapse 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


The  first  commercially 
viable  film  by  and  about 
lesbians 


Barbara  Hammer,  an  experimental  filmmaker  whose  work  will  appear  in  the  New  Festival 

Midi  Onodera  begs  the 
perennial  questions 


Because  the  Dawn.  Directed  by  Amy  Goldstein. 
Screenplay  by  Amy  Goldstein. 

Out  of  Our  Time.  Directed  by  Casi  Pacilio  and 
L.M.  Keys.  Screenplay  by  L.M.  Keys. 

By  Alisa  Lebow 

When  someone  asks  you  if  you  know  of 
any  commercially  viable,  lesbian  -made  films 
with  lesbian  themes,  what  comes  to  mind? 
Lianna  is  out  because,  try  as  he  might,  John 
Sayles  will  never  be  a  lesbian.  Waiting  for 
the  Moon  could  come  to  mind,  but  last  any¬ 
one  checked  director  Jill  Godmillow  was  an 
active  heterosexual.  Desert  Hearts  was  sure¬ 
ly  lesbian-themed  but  less  assuredly  lesbian- 
made.  Entre  Nous,  Personal  Best,  Aliens  — 
none  of  them  were  made  by  lesbians.  Then 
there  are  the  less  commercially  viable  lesbian 
cult  films  like  Sheila  McLaughlins’s  She 
Must  Be  Seeing  Things  or  Lizzie  Borden’s 
Born  in  Flames,  but  those  are  not  likely  to 
ever  cross  over  into  the  mainstream.  Up  un¬ 
til  now,  I  would  have  had  to  unhappily  reply 
that  1  knew  of  no  commercially  viable 
lesbian-made  films  with  lesbian  themes. 

But  after  seeing  Because  the  Dawn,  I  have 
a  new  answer.  Amy  Goldstein,  true  to  the 
legacy  of  NYU  film  students  such  as  Spike 
Lee  and  Jim  Jarmush,  has  made  what  looks 
to  me  to  be  the  first  commercially  viable 
lesbian-made/-themed  film.  Goldstein  de¬ 
serves  to  be  recognized  as  a  master  (mis¬ 
tress?)  at  her  craft.  Because  the  Dawn  is  a 
meticulously  conceived,  written  and  direct¬ 
ed  film,  with  a  flair  for  just  the  right  detail. 

The  plot  itself  is  engaging,  if  unremark¬ 
able.  Ariel,  a  freelance  photographer 
(played  by  Sany  Gray),  gets  a  commission 
from  a  new  perfume  line  called 
“Starvation”  to  do  their  ad  campaign.  In 
the  process,  she  becomes  mesmerized  by  a 
vampire  named  Marie  (pronounced  with  a 
French  accent  and  played  by  Edwidge 
Belmore)  who  begins  to  appear  repeatedly  in  • 
her  life.  The  first  time  Ariel  notices  Marie  is 
through  her  camera  lens  during  a  shoot  in  a 
cemetery.  As  you  probably  know,  vampires 
can’t  be  photographed,  but  this  one  wants 
to  try;  Marie  tells  Ariel  that  she  would  like  to 


Friends  Forever.  Directed  by  Stefan  Henszelman. 

By  Bruce  Ross 

In  Friends  Forever,  Kristian  comes  to  a 
new  school  in  a  new  neighborhood  and  is 
immediately  befriended  by  Henrik.  Henrik 
is  intelligent,  popular  and  attractive.  He  is 
also  very  much  an  individualist  (he  listens  to 
new  age  music,  does  Tai  Chi  —  you  know 
the  type),  and  it  is  this  that  causes  the  group 
of  tough  guys  at  school  to  call  him  “faggot” 
every  chance  they  get.  Kristian,  like  many  a 
high  school  student,  is  afraid  of  being  con¬ 
sidered  gay-by-association,  and  thus  finds  it 
necessary  to  prove  himself  to  the  other  boys. 
He  snubs  Henrik  and  humiliates  a  female 
classmate  by  ripping  off  her  sweater.  Soon, 
Kristian  becomes  close  friends  with  the  lead¬ 
er  of  the  rowdy  boys,  Patrick,  and  things 
roll  along  pretty  smoothly  until  Kristian 
finds  out  that  Patrick  is  —  wouldn’t  you 
know  it?  —  gay.  What’s  a  boy  to  do? 

Friends  Forever  is  a  delightful  boys’  com¬ 
ing  of  age  story  told  the  Danish  way.  (The 
film  really  doesn’t  address  girls’  sexuality  or 
growing  up  issues  at  all.)  As  much  fantasy  as 
reality,  it’s  largely  about  coping  with  life  the 
way  it  should  be,  not  the  way  it  really  is. 
Director  and  co-writer  Stefan  Henszelman 
has  consciously  created  a  world  in  which  the 
characters  are  free  to  explore  and  discover, 
to  express  themselves  and  find  their  inde¬ 
pendence.  There  is,  for  example,  a  striking 
lack  of  authority  figures.  Parents  are  talked 
about,  but  never  seen;  their  presence  is  felt 
only  by  an  occasional  note  left  on  the  kit¬ 
chen  table.  And  students  sit  in  classrooms 
waiting  for  teachers  who  never  appear. 
There  is,  of  course,  the  headmistress,  who 
may  make  up  for  the  rest  with  her  authori¬ 
tarian  zealousness,  but  she  becomes  more  of . 
a  symbol  than  a  real  human  being  in  the  lives 
of  the  students. 

There  are  other  things  missing  in  this  cor¬ 
ner  of  Copenhagen  as  well.  Nobody  does 
drugs.  Teenage  sex  is  accepted  and  usually 


be  on  a  billboard  because  to  her  “it  is  a  form 
of  mortality.”  The  theme  of  capturing  the 
vampire  on  film  becomes  quite  central;  in 
fact,  there  are  several  interwoven  themes 
that  seem  to  be  more  central  to  the  film  than 
the  “plot”  itself. 

One  example  is  the  name  of  the  perfume: 
“Starvation.”  This  is  clearly  a  play  on  the 
outrageous  names  of  popular  perfumes  like 
Obsession,  Opium,  or  Poison,  but  there  is 
another  level  operating  here.  In  one,  some¬ 
what  overstated  moment,  Ariel  asks  her 
friend  Max  (played  by  Gregory  St.  John, 
who  gives  a  weak  performance)  what  he 
thinks  the  perfume  company  is  trying  to  sell. 
His  response,  “Desire,  of  course,”  points  to 
a  more  poignant  criticism  of  the  cult  and 
tyranny  of  thinness  in  this  society.  There  are 
also  playful  touches  here,  when,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  the  perfume  company  representatives 
are  trying  to  get  hold  of  Ariel,  who  is  too 
busy  being  obsessed  with  Marie  to  return 
calls.  They  leave  messages  on  her  machine 
like,  “This  is  Starvation,  we’re  hungry  for 
your  images.”  And  somehow,  for  the  most 
part,  Goldstein  is  able  to  manage  these 
potentially  heavy-handed  gestures  with 
agility.  They  become  plausible,  even  in¬ 
cidental. 

Another  image  that  runs  through  the 
movie  is  that  of  Joan  of  Arc.  When  Max  and 
Ariel  attend  a  “Night  of  the  Living  Dead” 
costume  party,  Max  dresses  as  a  vampire 
and  Ariel,  for  some  unknown  reason,  de¬ 
cides  at  the  last  minute  to  go  as  Joan  of  Arc. 
It  is  in  her  Joan  of  Arc  costume  that  she 
meets  Marie  face  to  face  and  they  end  up 
taking  a  carriage  ride  through  Manhattan. 
In  conversation  it  becomes  clear  that  not  on¬ 
ly  did  Marie  know  Joan  of  Arc,  but  she  “got 
her  into  terrible  trouble.”  We  are  left  to  im¬ 
agine  just  what  kind  of  trouble  she  could  be 
talking  about. 

Marie  is  a  relatively  tradition¬ 
al  vampire.  She  does  all  the  things 
vampires  are  supposed  to  do  —  she  sleeps 
during  the  day  in  a  coffin  and  stalks  un¬ 
suspecting  victims  at  night.  She  can  even 
turn  into  a  bat  when  she  wants  to.  She  is  not 
Continued  on  page  12 


fun.  And  when  Patrick  comes  out  to  his 
classmates  at  a  school  assembly  on  career 
opportunities,  it  seems  to  be  the  natural 
thing  to  do.  This  high  school  is  certainly  not 
the  one  I  remember,  but  the  genuine  feelings 
expressed  in  Friends  Forever  lift  it  above  the 
sort  of  blurred  memory  of  heterosexual 
youth  so  popular  in  today’s  movies  and  tele¬ 
vision  (I’m  still  trying  to  figure  out  exactly 
where  I  was  during  the  “Wonder  Years.”). 

If  there  is  a  certain  dishonesty  in  the  world 
created  in  the  film,  it  seems  to  represent  less 
a  denial  of  the  way  things  are  than  a  vision 
of  the  way  things  might  be.  Friends  Forever 
is  an  extremely  affirming  film  about  daring 
to  be  who  you  are  and  accepting  others  for 
the  individuals  that  they  are.  Hard  lessons  to 
learn  in  any  world.  □ 


Ten  Cents  A  Dance/Parallax.  Directed  by  Midi 
Onodera. 

A  Displaced  View.  Directed  by  Midi  Onodera. 

By  Maria  Maggenti 

There  are  some  questions  that  need  to  get 
asked  on  a  regular  basis:  If  a  gay  filmmaker 
makes  a  film  about  something  that  has 
nothing  to  do  with  being  gay,  is  that  a  gay 
film?  If  a  straight  filmmaker  makes  a  film 
with  lesbians  in  it,  is  that  a  lesbian  film? 
Should  gay  film  deconstruct  stereotypes  or 
replicate  them  as  a  form  of  subcultural 
vocabulary?  Should  gay  and  lesbian  film  be 
commercially  constructed  with  all  the  con¬ 
temporary  tropes  of  music,  narrative, 
cinematography  and  slick  editing?  Or  does 
anything  go,  irrespective  of  technological 
competence  or  accepted  standards  of 
storytelling?  And  how  can  we  possibly 
determine  these  issues  in  the  context  of  a 
very  fragile  and  often  inconsistent  body  of 
lesbian  and  gay  film  work?  Midi  Onodera’s 
movies  are  the  perfect  starting  place  for 
these  discussions.  Her  two  films,  Ten  Cents 
A  Dance/Parallax  and  A  Displaced  View, 
showing  as  part  of  the  New  Festival  (Gay 
and  Lesbian  is  only  a  subtitle),  embody 
some  of  the  perennial  questions  asked  by 
lesbian  and  gay  filmgoers  whenever  we  at¬ 
tend  festivals  that  are  supposedly  designed 
by,  for  and  about  us. 

Onodera,  a  Japanese-Canadian  Sansei 
(2nd  generation)  who  is  also  an  out  lesbian, 
has  been  making  films  in  Canada  for  over 
ten  years.  She  is  perhaps  best  known  to 
American  audiences  for  Ten  Cents  A 
Dance /Parallax,  which  has  been  shown  at 
experimental  gay  and  lesbian  film  festivals 
as  well  as  at  various  women’s  film  fests  in 
addition  to  the  museum  and  gallery  circuit. 
Formally  Ten  Cents  A  Dance  could  qualify 
as  an  “experimental”  film  because:  a)  it  is  a 
short  film  of  only  30  minutes,  b)  it  employs  a 
self-conscious  and  graceful  split  screen  ef¬ 
fect,  hence  the  title  “Parallax,”  and  c)  there 
are  no  real  “characters”  to  speak  of,  though 
to  the  average  cross-section  of  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  viewers,  almost  everything  about  the 
people  portrayed  will  seem  more  than 
familiar. 

The  film  is  split  into  three  sexual 


“moments”  which  explore  and  explicate  les¬ 
bian,  gay  male  and  straight  experience.  The 
first  section  is  the  lesbian  moment  and  it 
resonates  with  a  certain  amount  of  wry 
humor  recognizable  to  most  dykes.  The  out 
lesbian  is  having  dinner  with  the  putatively 
straight  woman.  There  is  the  pouring  of 
sake  and  much  smoking  of  cigarettes, 
awkward  silences  and  the  uncomfortable 
meeting  of  eyes.  Finally,  the  lesbian  woman 
(portrayed  by  Onodera  herself,  an  attractive 
and  engaging  butch)  asks  the  straight 
woman  if  she’s  ever  slept  with  a  woman. 
“Uh,  yeah,  uh,  once... it  didn’t  really  work 
out”  is  the  reply  (and  one  that  should  get  a 
hoot  of  recognition  from  lesbian  audiences). 
Thus  the  two  begin  to  dance  slowly  around 
the  possibility,  oh  the  aching  possibility,  of 
being  naked  together.  Of  course,  we  never 
see  the  outcome.  It  is  1985  in  this  film  and 
the  “sex  wars”  are  still  slowly  burning  — 
lesbians  talk,  talk,  talk  about  fucking,  but 
doing  it  is  a  different  story. 

Not  so  for  the  gay  male  “moment.” 
Wonderfully  shot  from  the  ceiling,  looking 
down  on  two  toilet  stalls,  we  are  invited  to 
be  voyeurs  on  the  gay  male  bathroom  sex  ex¬ 
perience.  This  is  done  so  well  that  any  at¬ 
tempt  to  describe  it  would  be  unfair  to 
Onodera’s  affectionate  audacity.  The  world 
of  glory  holes  and  unsafe  sex  with  strangers 
has  a  poignancy  and  a  sexiness  that  is 
smooth,  well-balanced  and  very  much  from 
the  “inside”  although  the  filmmaker  is  not  a 
gay  man.  For  a  lesbian  viewer  the  voyeur  ex¬ 
perience  is  expanded  not  just  because  of  the 
formal  cinematic  construction  of  this  in¬ 
teraction  but  also  because  of  the  relation¬ 
ship  to  the  previous  unconsummated  mo¬ 
ment  between  the  two  women. 

In  true  democratic  fashion,  Onodera 
realizes  that  no  exploration  of  sexuality 
would  really  be  complete  without  some  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  heterosexual  experience. 
Thus,  we  are  treated  to  the  most  tense  and 
the  most  disturbing  of  the  three  moments, 
an  exchange  between  a  man  and  a  woman 
that  in  late  1980s  style  happens  over  the 
telephone.  He  is  seen  only  from  the  waist 
up,  barechested  and  lying  on  a  red  bed,  with 
red  pillows,  a  red  wall  and  a  red  telephone, 
while  she  is  seen  fully-clothed  sitting  on  a 
blue  couch,  with  a  blue  phone  and  a  blue 
wall. 

His  embarrassing  requests  to  hear  her  say 
stupid  things  like  what  her  nipples  look  like 
and  her  canned  responses  (“Oh  you  like 
them  big,  well  they’re  very  big”)  portray  a 
sexual  experience  of  profound  alienation 
and  falsehood  (“I  like  long  hair”  he  moans. 
“Oh  my  hair  is  very  long,”  she  purrs, 
fingering  the  ends  of  her  mousy  brown 
shoulder-length  locks).  In  fact,  it’s  so 
alienating  that  the  inherent  sexiness  is 
transformed  into  the  surreal.  “Yeah,  yeah, 
yeah,”  she  coos  while  doing  her  nails, 
“Grunt,  grunt,  moan,”  he  sputters  while 
trying  to  imagine  his  dream  girl.  This  is 
perhaps  the  most  cynical  of  all  three  of  these 
sexual  moments,  although  to  this  reviewer  it 
seemed  completely  accurate.  Like  the  other 
two  sections,  the  issue  is  one  of  capturing 
the  gestalt  of  the  experience,  simply  peeling 
off  a  layer  of  what  we  know  as  sex,  sexuality 
and  sexual  communication.  Or  the  lack  of 
it. 

All  this  said,  it  was  with  a  certain  amount 
of  excitement  that  I  then  screened 
Onodera’s  most  recent  film  A  Displaced 
View.  That  excitement,  however,  soon  turn- 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


Tiny  Davis  (bottom  center)  with  the  trumpet  section  of  the  International  Sweethearts  of  Rhythm.  Tiny 
appears  in  Tiny  &  Ruby:  Hell  Divio’  Women 


A  Danish  boys’  coming  of 
age  tale 


COUNSEL  ING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
C  ounseling 


Call  247-4H6! 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Heallh  Insurance 
Accepted 
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A  traJr  change  ij: 

a  business  flat  lists  other  business  vho  ere  villing  to 
barter  for  trade  credits  in  lieu  of  a  direct  exchange  of 
goods/services.  Through  a  trade  exchange  you  receive 
many  benefits  including,  higher  profits,  increased 
exposure  and  tax  breaks.  Redirect  the  economic  force 
in  this  country,  find  out  more  about  Isis  by  calling.  . 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


1  800  -  426  -  7164  or  513  767  •  9190 

via  post  1 13  E.  Whiteman  St.  Yellov  Springs,  Ohio  45387 


"A  moving  story  revolving  around  the  basic  but  rarely  visible  chords  of  life  and 
death,  love  and  family  among  lesbians.  Don’t  miss  this  play. 

— Charlotte  Bunch,  author  of  Passionate  Politics. 

Sapatona  a  piay  about 

Productions  Yaffil  o  lesbian 

Presents  Afjyr  friendship 

by  Harriet  Malinowitz 

being  premiered  during  Gay  Pride  Month,  June  '89  in  New  York  City 
at  the  13th  Street  Theater  50  West  13th  Street  (between  5th  and  6th  Avenues) 
Directed  by  Sara  Cytron  Produced  by  Mimi  Brown 


Thurs-June  22 

Fri/Sat-June  9,  10,  16,  17,  23,  24 
Sun-June  18 

All  Performances  Will  Be  At  10:00  PM 
Tickets:  $10 

Reservations:  212-675-6677 

LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISIG^I, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


NEW  DATE! 

ANNUAL  MEETING 
BOSTON  RAINBOW  COALITION 

SATURDAY  JUNE  10TH,  4PM-8PM 

ROXBURY  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 
CAFETERIA 

1234  COLUMBUS  AVE.,  BOSTON 
(ROXBURY  CROSSING  STOP,  ORANGE  LINE) 

WHEELCHAIR  ACCESSIBLE 

HELP  SET  OUR  AGENDA  FOR  THE  COMING  YEAR  AND  BUILD  ON 
THE  SUCCESS  OF  THE  RAINBOW!  KEEP  HOPE  ALIVE! 
REFRESHMENTS  AND  FOOD  WILL  BE  SERVED  AFTER  THE  MEETING 
FOR  INFORMATION:  CONTACT  THE  RAINBOW  COALITION  OFFICE, 

424-1041 

THE  BOSTON  RAINBOW  COALITION  SALUTES 
LESBIAN/GAY  PRIDE  1989 


ARTY. 


EDUCED 

DRINK 

PRICES 


NCREDIBLE 

JIM 

BAILEY 

AS 

JUDY 

GARLAND 


rANCING 


NJOY 

OUR 

NEW 

SPRING 

MENU 


ALL  WEEKEND  AT 
CLUB  CAFE  BAR 

•  JAZZ  SINGERS  NIGHTLY 

•  NO  COVER 

OPEN  11:30  AM  -  2  AM 


ON  SPECIAL 

SUMMER  DRINKS 


CLUB  CABARET 

TUESDAY-SUNDAY 
CALL  536-0972 


MOONSHINE 

THUR.  FRI,  AND  SAT 
NIGHT'S  10  PM— 2  AM 
AND  SUNDAY  T-DANCE 
3  PM— 7  PM 


LUNCH  11:30-4:00 
DINNER  5:30-11:00 
BAR  MENU  4:00-1:00  AM 
BRUNCH  11:30-3:00 


209  COLUMBUS  AVENUE  AT  BERKELEY  •  536-0966 
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♦ 

WE’RE 

TALKING 

ABOUT 

AIDS 

Support  groups  now  forming  at 
Project  Aware  for  individuals  with 
AIDS  and  AIDS  Related  Complex 
(ARC),  and  those  who  have  tested 
HIV  positive. 

Project  Aware  is  an  AIDS  counsel¬ 
ing  and  educational  program  of 
Stanley  Street  Treatment  and 
Resources.  For  more  information, 
call  679-5222.  Confidentiality 
assured. 


Center  for  Alcohol  and 
Drug  Problems 

386  Stanley  Street,  Fall  River,  MA  02720 

679-5222 
A  United  Way  Agency 


EATING  DISORDERS 

Anorexia  •  Bulimia 
•  Compulsive  Eating 

Ongoing  group  for  lesbian 
&  bisexual  women 
Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 

Valery  Rockwell,  M.Ed. 
492-7843 


Agoraphobia  Services 

anxiety  •  phobias  •  stress 


Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

Licensed  Psychologist 


720  Washington  Street 
Nantucket  Building 
Nanover.  MA  02339 
(617)  826-2466 


1141  Beacon  Street 
Suite  1 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  734-5779 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


A 

XjLnd  whatever  else  your  mood 
desires. 


“Voice  Personals”  from  Gay 
Selections™  allow  you  to  meet  other 
men  who  share  your  lifestyle. 


Simply  call  1-900-456-3700 

and  leave  your  own  message  describing 
yourself  or  listen  to  messages 
left  by  others. 


THIS  (J] 

CONNECTION” 

Only  89(  per  minute 


Skinheads 

Continued  from  page  7 

383-29  last  session,  but  despite  unanimous 
approval  by  the  Senate  Judiciary  Commit¬ 
tee,  the  bill  stalled  when  Helms  threatened 
to  attach  anti-gay  amendments. 

“Strong  leadership  by  the  bill’s  chief 
sponsors,  bipartisan  support,  and  a  broad, 
united  coalition  lobbying  for  the  bill  puts  us 
well  ahead  of  where  we  stood  last  year,” 
said  NGLTF  lobbyist  Peri  Jude  Radecic. 
Klanwatch  Director  Pat  Clark  also  urged 
passage  of  the  bill  saying,  “The  lack  of  com¬ 
plete  data  has  tended  to  disguise  the  threat 
of  hate  violence  in  the  past.” 

The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Anti-Violence  Task 
Force  in  Washington,  D.C.  has  pushed  for 
the  introduction  into  the  city  council  of  a 
bill  that  would  mandate  record  collection 
and  increase  both  criminal  and  civil  penal¬ 
ties  for  persons  who  commit  hate  crimes. 
Similar  laws  are  currently  in  effect  in  St. 
Louis  and  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  Illinois  are  considering  adopting 
others. 

The  Task  Force  is  working  on  a  number 
of  other  projects  including  setting  up  a 
victim-assistance  service;  “broad-based” 
educational  efforts  on  homophobic  violence 
and  self-protection;  continued  dialogue 
with  the  U.S.  Attorney’s  office  to  press  for 
full  prosecution  against  perpetrators;  a 
“court-watch”  program;  police  sensitiza¬ 
tion;  and  police  response  oversight. 

“The  skinhead  phenomenon  seems  to  be 
an  especially  ugly  manifestation  of  a  trend 
towards  intolerance  within  our  society,” 
said  Mark  Anderson,  co-coordinator  of  the 
Washington  Peace  Center.  He  added  that 
recent  violence  aimed  at  gay  men,  lesbians, 
and  racial  and  ethnic  groups  “focuses  atten¬ 
tion  on  a  frightening  youth  movement  on 
the  rise  among  disaffected  white  teens.”  □ 

Onodera 

Continued  from  centerspread 
ed  to  boredom  and  disappointment,  leaving 
me  pondering  one  of  the  questions  asked 
earlier:  If  a  lesbian  filmmaker  makes  a  film 
about  something  that  has  nothing  to  do  with 
being  a  lesbian,  is  that  a  lesbian  film? 

A  Displaced  View  is  the  52-minute  self- 
conscious  and  precious  exploration  of 
Onodera’s  relationship  to  her  heritage  as  a 
second  generation  Japanese-Canadian 
whose  grandparents  were  interned  as  part  of 
Canada’s  WWII  anti-Japanese  policies. 
Like  the  Americans,  the  Canadians  rounded 
up  Japanese  citizens  and  put  them  into 
camps  during  the  war.  Onodera  examines 
this  painful  history  through  her  relationship 
with  her  aging  grandmother  who  has  been 
silent  for  many  years  about  her  experience. 
Beautifully  shot  in  16mm  color,  we  see  the 
grandmother’s  collection  of  photographs, 
her  little  baubles  and  mementos  that  are  a 
reflection  of  the  uneasy  relationship  bet¬ 
ween  East  and  West.  The  film  is  subtitled  in 
Japanese  and  there  are  long  passages  of  nar¬ 
rative  where  the  grandmother  speaks  in  her 
native  tongue.  Onodera  herself  narrates 
much  of  the  film,  quoting  what  sound  like 
journal  entries  about  her  conflicts  as  a 
Japanese-Canadian  woman.  Her  lesbianism 
is  but  a  rumbling  subtext,  for  nowhere  in  the 
film  does  she  say  she  is  a  lesbian.  Instead, 
there  are  melodramatic  questions  addressed 
to  the  silent  grandmother  about  how 
Onodera  must  fight  for  her  sexuality.  “Can 
you  imagine  my  hardships?”  she  silently  im¬ 
plores  her  grandmother. 

This  is  not  a  narrative  film.  It  is  instead  a 
montage  of  images,  text  and  sound  that  at¬ 
tempt  to  recreate  the  complex  experiences 
that  Onodera  has  in  her  life.  Unfortunately, 
the  viewer  does  not  have  the  opportunity  to 
share  in  this  complex  tumble  of  emotions, 
language  and  sound  because  Onodera  is  so 
self-absorbed  that  one  almost  feels  embar¬ 
rassed  to  have  to  listen  in  on  her  private 
ruminations.  She  is  not  self-critical,  nor 
does  she  allow  a  light  moment  to  enter  her 
swollen  52  minutes  of  self-exploration. 
Also,  we  never  really  get  to  know  her  or  her 
grandmother,  so  heavily  does  Onodera  rely 
on  facile  political  analysis  of  her  grand¬ 
mother’s  past  and  on  her  own  musings 
about  racism. 

This  film  has  been  featured  at  a  number 
of  women  of  color  film  fests  and  the  press 
packet  is  filled  with  glowing  reviews  for  its 
hard-edged  examination  of  racism.  To  me, 
most  of  the  views  represented  are  a  simplis¬ 
tic  replication  of  Women’s  Studies  101 
material  on  women  of  color.  This  isn’t  to 
say  that  there  aren’t  moments  of  genuine 
honesty  and  vulnerability.  There  are  and 
these  are  the  most  worthwhile  aspects  of  this 
piece.  However,  almost  everything  is  ro¬ 
manticized,  undercutting  the  film’s  possible 


political  meaning.  There  is  rhythm  and  form 
but  it  builds  towards  nothing.  We  are  never 
lifted  out  of  Onodera’s  flat,  monotone  of  a 
voice  nor  the  endless  stream  of  exquisite  old 
photographs  juxtaposed  with  what  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  vulgar  modernity. 

A  Displaced  View  is  the  kind  of  film  that 
lesbians  show  up  to  because  it  is  made  by  an 
out  lesbian  filmmaker.  Unfortunately,  un¬ 
less  most  of  those  lesbian  filmgoers  are  cine¬ 
ma  intellectuals,  well-versed  in  the  up-to- 
the-minute  argot  of  film  theory  and  praxis, 
Onodera’s  piece  will  seem  like  a  “A  Distanc¬ 
ed  View”  instead  of  a  displaced  one.  But, 
you  may  be  asking,  even  if  audiences  can’t 
relate  to  it  at  all,  shouldn’t  Onodera  be  able 
to  do  whatever  she  wants?  Isn’t  she  an  artist 
and  isn’t  this  her  experience  and  isn’t  that 
valid?  Yes,  yes,  yes.  And,  at  the  very  same 
time,  that  shouldn’t  keep  us  from  asking  the 
questions. 

There  is  very  real  pressure  on  a  person 
who  is  the  “only  one”  or  one  of  a  very  few 
who  manage  to  represent  the  lesbian  and  gay 
world  —  it  is  a  privileged  and  exhausting 
position.  It  is  also  a  privileged  and  ex¬ 
hausting  position  to  be  a  consumer.  As  in 
the  rest  of  our  lives,  we  often  have  little  to 
choose  from  and  often  we  settle  for  less  than 
we  deserve.  All  the  same,  we  couldn’t  do 
without  the  weird  and  wonderful  cultur¬ 
al/political  things  that  characterize  our  con¬ 
stantly  changing  lesbians  and  gay  lives. 
When  the  outside  world  fails  us,  it  is  the 
idiosyncrasies  and  secret  language  of  our 
own  resistance  that  provide  comfort.  This 
seems  to  be  the  reason  for  having  gay  and 
lesbian  film  festivals  in  the  first  place.  To 
belligerently  and  unapologetically  throw 
open  those  closet  doors  and  invite  each 
other  to  step  outside  where  we  can  see  each 
other  in  the  light.  Whether  we  acclaim  Midi 
Onodera’s  work  or  not,  her  films  are  a 
small,  hopeful  invitation  to  all  of  us  to  do 
just  that.  □ 

Jarman 

Continued  from  centerspread 

photography  I  wouldn’t  skip  if  you  paid  me. 

Imagining  October  is  a  meditation  on  the 
possibility  of  revolution.  Jarman  draws  all 
sorts  of  parallels  between  England  and  the 
Soviet  Union,  while  he  analyzes  the  queer 
subtext  of  the  military.  “There  is  nothing 
more  homo-erotic  than  a  gang  of  men  isola¬ 
ted  in  a  platoon,  is  there?”  he  comments. 
“There  is  no  doubt  that  within  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  those  images  are  to  some  extent 
glorified  —  not  by  everyone  by  any  means. 
But  there  is  that  ambivalence.  I’ve  always 
tried  to  keep  an  ambivalence  going  through 
these  [films].”  Jarman  carries  his  uncertain¬ 
ty  with  him  into  The  Last  of  England.  In 
this,  his  most  recent  film,  a  group  of  white 
terrorists  are  eroticized  by  a  drunken  white 
gay  man.  England  is  in  an  apocalyptic  disar¬ 
ray.  Gone  are  the  technicolor  dreams  of  Jar¬ 
man’s  childhood.  In  this  gorgeous,  though 
somewhat  inaccessible  film,  there  is  no 
hope,  except  perhaps,  of  escape. 

I’d  schedule  Derek  Jarman:  You  Know 
What  I  Mean  last.  It’s  an  hour-long  British 
TV  documentary  about  Jarman’s  life  and 
work.  Though  I  haven’t  seen  it,  I  think  it 
might  offer  a  nice  focus  on  the  films  that 
precede  it.  Of  course,  maybe  The  New  Fes¬ 
tival  programmers  are  right.  Maybe  it  does 
belong  first,  to  provide  insight  to  the 
uninitiated.  But  I  guess  it  doesn’t  really  mat¬ 
ter  what  order  they’re  shown  in.  The  films 
of  Derek  Jarman  should  not  be  missed.  □ 

—  L.G. 

Wight 

Continued  from  page  3 

passed  the  House  Subcommittee  on  Crimi¬ 
nal  Justice  May  18  but  probably  faces  a 
tough  battle  in  the  Senate. 

Kevin  Berrill,  director  of  the  National 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force’s  Anti-Vio¬ 
lence  Project,  said  it  was  “still  too  early  to 
tell”  whether  the  bill  can  succeed  in  its  cur¬ 
rent  form.  Berrill  said  the  major  threat  to 
the  legislation  is  North  Carolina  Sen.  Jesse 
Helms,  who  is  vowing  to  introduce  a  hostile 
amendment  to  the  bill. 

In  addition  to  lobbying  on  behalf  of  the 
hate  crimes  legislation,  the  Anti-Violence 
Project  also  collects  and  reports  incidents  of 
anti-gay  violence  nationally.  Berrill  said  the 
Project’s  annual  report,  which  is  due  to  be 
released  within  the  next  several  days, 
“shows  that  anti-gay  violence  remains  an 
alarming  problem  that  continues  unabated. 
It  demonstrates  that  the  need  for  legislation 
is  greater  than  ever,”  he  said. 

□  filed  from  Boston 
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Dawn/Time 

Continued  from  centerspread 
explicitly  a  radical  lesbian  feminist  who  only 
sucks  the  blood  of  misogynists  and  plots  the 
demise  of  the  patriarchy,  but  she  has  her 
moments.  The  only  two  victims  we  actually 
see  her  take  are  men  who  are  trying  to  come 
on  to  her,  one  of  them  with  a  knife.  She’s 
very  tough. ..and  very  sexy. 

Because  the  Dawn  is  a  pleasure  to  watch 
and  thoroughly  entertaining.  The  original 
music  score  is  just  right  and  most  of  the 
lyrics  were  written  by  Goldstein  herself.  The 
worst  thing  I  can  say  about  this  film  is  that 
it’s  too  short.  At  40  minutes,  I  was  just  settl¬ 
ing  in,  assured  that  I  was  in  the  hands  of  one 
of  the  most  competent  and  exciting  lesbian 
filmmakers  I’d  seen  so  far.  As  I  was  getting 
ready  for  a  long,  luscious  ride  through  her 
richly  laid  terrain,  the  credits  began  to  roll.  I 
look  forward  to  a  feature-length  version  of 
this  film. 

Unfortunately,  I  have  less  glowing  things 
to  say  about  Out  of  Our  Time.  I  won’t  use 
the  scale  of  commercial  viability  to  assess 
the  film,  but  even  as  a  low  budget  and  un¬ 
pretentious  film,  this  movie  falls  short. 
While  I  applaud  the  efforts  of  any  and  all 
lesbian  filmmakers,  especially  if  they  are 
making  films  with  lesbian  themes,  I’m  not 
any  less  critical  (nor  do  I  think  any  of  us 
should  be)  of  the  final  product. 

Out  of  Our  Time  has  a  strong  and  in¬ 
teresting  premise.  It  follows  two  groups  of 
women:  the  first  in  the  literary/artistic 
circles  of  1930s  Chicago  and  the  second  in 
academic/artistic  circles  of  contemporary 
Chicago.  The  two  eras  are  vaguely  linked  by 
Jacquelyn  Matthews  in  the  historical  scenes 
and  her  granddaughter  Valeri  Ward  in  the 
contemporary  scenes.  Jacquelyn  is  a  writer 
for  a  prominent  1930s  fashion  magazine. 
Her  dream  is  to  publish  her  own  works.  Val, 
a  typesetter  and  editor  for  a  small  urban 
feminist  newspaper,  has  a  similar  interest  in 
publishing  her  own  poetry.  Paralleling  these 
women’s  lives  has  great  potential.  How  were 
their  experiences  similar  and  how  were  they 
different?  What  was  their  relationship  as 
grandmother  and  granddaughter?  As 
women  writers?  The  possibilities  are 
endless,  but  they  are  not  explored. 

In  a  contemporary  scene,  Val  is  cat -sitting 
for  her  grandmother  while  Jacquelyn  is  at¬ 
tending  her  close  friend  Renee  Vance’s  fu¬ 
neral  in  Paris.  Val  comes  across  a  collection 
of  letters  between  Jacquelyn  and  Renee, 
written  over  a  60-year  timespan.  One  would 
assume,  with  such  a  goldmine  of  informa¬ 
tion,  that  the  letters  might  be  used  as  a  vehi¬ 
cle  to  relate  the  two  women’s  stories.  But 
Val  doesn’t  even  read  the  letters.  Instead, 
she  gives  them  to  her  straight  best  friend, 
Dana,  who  is  inexplicably  more  interested 
than  Val  in  the  older  women’s  relationship 
and  is  convinced  that  Renee  and  Jacquelyn 
must  have  been  lovers.  It  seems  that  Dana 
doesn’t  read  the  letters  either  because  we 
never  hear  about  them  again.  The  letters 
would  have  been  a  logical  tie  between  the 
older  and  younger  generations  (perhaps  too 
logical?)  yet  they  are  not  exploited  and  we 
are  left  without  any  substantial  connectors 
between  the  two  time  periods. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  experimental 
techniques  employed  in  this  film  was  the  use 
of  different  camera  movement  for  the  sepa¬ 
rate  eras.  All  of  the  1930s  scenes  used  long, 
continuous  shots  from  a  fixed  position, 
ostensibly  in  order  to  lend  an  “antique 
photograph”  feel  to  these  sequences.  I  think 
the  actual  effect  was  not  the  desired  one;  it  left 
me  feeling  cold  and  disinterested.  The  con¬ 
temporary  scenes  were  noticeably  looser  but 
not  much  more  engaging. 

The  script  itself  was  stilted  and  not  quite 
believable.  For  example,  why  would  the 
writers  make  Jacquelyn  write  cards  with  cor¬ 
ny  platitudes  to  her  granddaughter  if  she 
was  supposed  to  have  been  an  avant-garde 
writer  in  the  ’30s.  Despite  moments  of  clari¬ 
ty  and  an  occasional  strong  line,  the  dia¬ 
logue  was  thin  and  lifeless.  The  acting  wasn’t 
much  better.  With  the  exception  of  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  Val  and  her  lover  Marilyn, 

I  had  a  hard  time  believing  that  any  of  these 
women  were  friends  and  1  wasn’t  sure  why  I 
should  be  interested  in  their  lives.  When 
Val,  frustrated  with  her  job,  tells  her  best 
friend  Dana  (the  most  annoying,  shrill  char¬ 
acter  imaginable)  that  “sometimes  I  wonder 
if  these  women  think  it’s  politically  incorrect 
to  spell  right,”  I  couldn’t  help  but  wonder  if 
the  women  in  the  film  thought  it  was 
politically  incorrect  to  act  well. 

Sometimes  it’s  hard  to  know  if  it’s  the 
script,  the  acting  or  the  direction  that’s  at 
fault.  Attempts  at  collective  direction  are 
admirable,  but  the  result  is  often  muddled 
and  indecisive.  Emotions  get  confused  so 
that  at  times  characters  seemed  annoyed 
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when  they  should  have  been  amused.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  in  the  contemporary  scenario,  there 
is  an  exchange  between  Val  and  a  dinner 
guest  about  a  “Cheese  of  the  Month  Club.” 
The  exchange  seems  perfectly  pleasant  and 
humorous,  if  a  bit  wry,  but  then  the  dinner 
guest  turns  to  Dana  (who  brought  her)  and 
says,  “I’ll  never  forgive  you  for  this.”  Why? 
We’ll  never  know. 

The  performance  by  Val’s  lover  Marilyn 
is  by  far  the  strongest  in  the  film.  At  one 
point,  after  dinner,  when  Marilyn,  Val, 
Dana  and  Dana’s  friend  Ashley  are  getting 
high  and  playing  poker,  Marilyn  goes  into 
the  kitchen  to  get  some  ice.  She  gives  an  ex¬ 
cellent  “stoned”  performance.  We  hear  her 
scream  and  then  laugh  infectiously  off-cam¬ 
era,  saying,  “I  can’t  get  the  ice  out  of  the  ice 
cube,  I  mean  I  can’t  get  the  ice...”  —  you 
get  the  idea.  It  is  a  rare  moment  in  the  movie 
where  the  intent  of  the  filmmakers  fulfills  its 
potential.  Too  bad  the  rest  of  the  film 
couldn’t  do  the  same.  □ 

Censorship 

Continued  from  page  i 

security  by  putting  prisoners  at  higher  risk 
for  AIDS.” 

Riegle  added  that  wardens  don’t  need  ad¬ 
ditional  justification  for  denying  AIDS  in¬ 
formation,  since  they  already  routinely  deny 
it  because  it  acknowledges  that  sex  and  drug 
use  occur  in  prisons.  “They  can  censor 
anything  that  mentions  condoms  or  needles 
because  activities  associated  with  them  are 
against  prison  rules,”  he  said. 

Advocating  for  prisoners’  rights 

Greenspan  said  the  Abbott  decision 
justified  an  expression  of  outrage  by  les¬ 
bians,  gay  men,  prisoners’  rights  advocates 
and  civil  libertarians.  She  noted  that  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  Abbott  case,  the  court  also 
recently  handed  down  a  ruling  that  gave 
wardens  broad  power  to  deny  prisoners’ 
visitation  rights.  In  that  case,  the  court  gave 
prison  authorities  permission  to  deny  visita¬ 
tion  without  a  due  process  hearing. 

“Activists  involved  in  many  struggles 
need  to  make  themselves  aware  of  what’s 
happening  to  prisoners  and  to  make  sure 
prisoners  are  a  part  of  their  agenda,”  said 
Greenspan.  “Prisons  are  a  testing 
ground....  Government  officials  watch  to 
see  what  they  can  get  away  with  in  prisons, 
and  if  there’s  not  enough  outcry  those  rights 
are  going  to  go  on  the  outside  as  well.” 

Greenspan  pointed  out  the  Health  Om¬ 
nibus  bill  passed  by  Congress  last  year  as  an 
example  of  how  prisoner  issues  are  ignored. 
“People  were  happy  about  the  bill  passing 
and  all  the  positive  things  that  were  in  it,  but 
little  attention  was  paid  to  the  fact  that  it 
contained  a  mandatory  [HIV  antibody] 
testing  provision  for  federal  prisoners.” 

She  urged  lesbian  and  gay  and  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivists  to  contact  their  local  AIDS  service 
organizations  (ASO)  and  activist  groups  and 
lobby  to  have  prisoner  issues  included  in 
their  agendas. 

“People  should  ask  ‘Does  their  ASO  have 
a  prisoner  task  force,  does  it  provide  legal 
services,  educational  services  to  pris¬ 
oners.’  ”  said  Greenspan. 

She  also  added  that  advocates  were 
watching  an  upcoming  case  in  Alabama  that 
challenges  the  state’s  policy  of  mandatory 
testing  and  segregation  of  prisoners  with 
AIDS,  ARC  or  positive  HIV  antibody  stat¬ 
us.  The  case  is  scheduled  to  be  heard  in 
June. 

Note:  For  more  information  about  the 
Alabama  case,  write  Judy  Greenspan,  c/o 
National  Prison  Project,  ACLU,  1616  P  St. 
NW,  Washington,  DC  20036. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


COMMUNITY  NEWS 


AUTOMOBILE 

INSURANCE 

★Rates  quoted  over  the  phone, 
★Flexible  payment  plans. 

★One  day  plate  service. 

★No  service  fees  —  ever! 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 


CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 


wnnvmT  ¥ 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgeriy  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 

(617)  267-2262  COUNSELING  HEALTH 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID  S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 


ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spoffond,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING7TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway,  Cambridge 
868-3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6,  Th  12-8 
Repairs/Parts/Workspace 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 
P.O.  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT  06856. 
National  gay  8  lesbian  book 
club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN’S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa,  Central  America, 
Gay  8  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9S47 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  M A  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8 S84 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

Earle  III  Inc.  Building 
Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  (617)  354-1706 


ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
(508)  475-6950 
insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
739-7860 

EATING  DISORDERS 
Ind.  &  Group 

Ongoing  therapy  group  for 
lesbian  &  bisexual  women  with 
anorexia,  bulimia  &  compulsive 
eating  issues.  Call  for 
interview. 

Valery  Rockwell,  M.Ed. 

492-7843 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  8 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86'/i  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 
Somerville,  M A  02144 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 18 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/i  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  021 18 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 


BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
266-8122  M-Th„  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic:  267-7573) 
and 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health,  Research, 
Community  Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  HOSPITAL 
MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  senisitve  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
Call  498-1660  for  appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay  8  les¬ 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER  INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  Ma.  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your  insurance 
needs 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  Ma.  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence.  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 


MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well-balanced, 
delicious  macrobiotic  meals. 
Also,  special  diets  for  life- 
threatening  illnesses  Delivery/ 
references.  Call  Mary  277-8087. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esafen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat..  12-7 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing, 

Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  II 
Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov’t 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community,  523-7664 

St.  Paul's  Western  Orthodox 
Church 

351  Boylston  $t„  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass  every  Sun.  5:30pm 
Serving  the  Gay  8  Lesbian 
Comm. 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  I  lam 
Service  -  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  8  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox  Crossing  T  Stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  t  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St 
Boston  Park  Pla2a 
482  2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
P.O.  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
508/544-7252 


WOMEN’S  NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  lor 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200 

Th  4pm-2am,  F  4pm-2am,  Sat 
9pm-2am 


CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
*  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

Motherhood?  JM  41,  accomplished,  fairly  normal, 
(Yes,  HTLV-III  Neg.)  seeks  Jewish  L/Bi  woman  to  ex¬ 
plore  having  a  child  and  parenting  options.  Let’s  talk! 
GCN  Box  352. _ (45) 

CALL  ME 

You're  an  adventurous,  giving  person,  into  stuff¬ 
ing/sealing  (there  must  be  a  handkercheif  for  this). 
Maybe  light  data  entry.  I’m  hardworking,  fun  loving  gal 
looking  for  people  to  share  my  Friday  evenings.  Call  me. 
Jennie  426-4469. _ (45) 

TIRED  OF  BEING  BUTCH? 

Well  this  GM  is  tired  of  being  femme.  I’ll  put  you  in 
heels  and  chase  you  around  the  house.  If  I  catch  you...? 
Send  descriptive  letter,  with  shoe  size,  to  GCN  Box  357. 
_ (48) 

GRRRRRRR! 

Two  seriously  fiendish  bears,  32  and  27 '/j,  are  entertain¬ 
ing  the  idea  of  entertaining  other  bears  and  hunters  in 
our  cave.  Send  us  your  application  and  any  other  rele¬ 
vant  materials  you  can  think  of  (most  creative  entry  gets 
a  gold  star  and  an  oiled-up  bear  hug  sandwich)  and 
don’t  be  afraid  to  be  nasty,  we  aren’t.  GCN  Box  358. 
_ (48) 

Professional  lesbian;  36,  hot,  fat,  femme,  tall,  loud,  lov¬ 
ing,  outrageous,  sweet,  spiritual,  clean  and  sober. 
Comes  with  radical  politics  and  working  class  ethics. 
Looking  for  butch,  kiki,  androgenous  or  jocky  women 
who  aren't  afraid  of  any  of  the  above.  Write  GCN  Box 
356. _ (50) 

WBiF  29  social  drinker,  smoker,  seeks  other  female  for 
friendship  and  maybe  more.  Enjoy  music,  animals,  in- 
timate  dinners,  rainy  nights.  Write  GCN  Box  355.  (46) 

Deep  in  the  heart  of  Texas  resides  a  stable  and  loving  gay 
male  couple  wishing  to  become  parents;  searching  for 
single  woman  or  lesbian  couple  for  legal  surrogate  ar¬ 
rangement.  Call  (713)  999-4933  (collect  calls  accepted). 
_ (45) 

S.W.H.,  jr. 

Stringed-back  glove  in  my  automolove? 

Just  me,  Wendy. 

_ (45) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer 
to  help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Jennie  or  Judy  at  GCN,  426-4469. 

BOX  500,  WHERE  ARE  YOU? 

Your  address  has  gotten  lost  in  the  transition  between 
classified  ad  mangers.  If  you  want  your  mail,  write  GCN 
Classifieds,  62  Berkeley,  Boston,  MA  02116. _ (48) 

SOFTBALL  PRIDE 

Interested  in  playing  softball  on  the  Boston  Common,  Satur¬ 
day,  6/10  —  after  the  March  and  Rally?  Call  863-2306  and 
leave  message.  (46) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  on-going  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  508-744-6841  for  info  and  support. 
_ (17.20) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Kelly  at  426-4469  for  more  info,  (C) 


SERVICES 


SERVICES 


NEED  A  BABYSITTER? 

LF  able  to  care  for  your  child/s.  Th-Sun,  day  and  eves. 
Your  home  or  mine.  648-5436. _ (45) 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 


Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 

(508)  475-6950 


GARRISON 

CONSTRUCTION 

ROOFING  •  SIDING  •  GUTTERS 
DECKS  •  PORCHES 
REPLACEMENT  DOORS  AND 
WINDOWS 

INTERIOR  AND  EXTERIOR 
PAINTING 

FULLY  LICENSED  AND  INSURED 

FOR  FREE  ESTIMATE  CALL  TOM 
AT  (617)  545-0078 


PERSONAL  HEAtTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline-  232-145? 
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Gay  Community  News  classifieds 

My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 

‘TTTT 

My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 

Need  more  room?  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25C  per  word  (JSC  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  251 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35t  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x  . 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x . 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $ . 

.  number  of  runs)  $ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $ 

□  2 1-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $_ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ . 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15  $_ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
42  Berkeley  St 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address  _ 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


HELP  WANTED 


BEECH  HILL  HOSPITAL 

An  inpatient  chemical  dependency  setting  has  an  open¬ 
ing  for  a  Masters  level  clinician.  Experience  preferred. 
Please  send  Resume  to:  Regis  McNulty,  Assistant  Direc- 
tor  of  Therapy,  P.O.  Box  254,  Dublin,  N.H.  03444.  (45) 

DRAMA  DIRECTOR 

Planned  Parenthood  League  of  Massachusetts  seeks 
drama  director  on  a  weekly  consultant  basis  (3-6 
hours/week)  for  educational  theatre  troupe.  Experience 
with  teens  and  improvosational  techniqye  preferred. 
Please  forward  resume  to:  Jessica  Goldhirsch,  YET 
Coordinator,  99  Bishop  Allen  Drive,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139, _ (£7) 

MANAGER  -  IMMEDIATE  FULL-TIME 
Weekdays:  Staff  management,  client  interaction, 
marketing,  budgeting,  administrative.  Excellent  in¬ 
terpersonal  skills;  attention  to  detail;  driver’s  license;  1-2 
year  commitment.  Unlimited  growth.  Cambridge. 
$18-25,000.  (617)492-8844. _ (17.05) 

MAINTENANCE  HELPER 

Cambridge  YWCA  seeks  individual  to  assume  respon¬ 
sibility  for  interior  building  repair,  painting  and  ground 
maintenance.  Hands-on  training  provided.  Full-time 
position.  $6.00-$8.50  per  hour.  Contact:  Linda  Sheets, 
Building  Manager,  491-6050.  The  One  Imperative  of  the 
National  YWCA  is  the  elimination  of  racism.  AA/EOE. 
_ (45) 

Volunteer  coordinator  for  active  AIDS  service  organiza¬ 
tion.  Develop  and  maintain  large  volunteer  program. 
Excellent  interpersonal  and  organizational  skills.  Ability 
to  motivate  volunteers  a  must.  AIDS  knowledge, 
volunteer  and  training  experience  preferred.  Send  cover 
letter  and  resume  to:  Executive  Director,  AIDS  Project 
New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  636,  New  Haven,  CT  06503.  (45) 


HELP  WANTED 


Boston  Mobilization  for  Survival  seeks  a  full-time  staff 
person  with  experience  in  Middle  East  organizing  and 
either  fundraising  or  office  management.  S15.800  plus 
full  benefits.  Women  and  people  of  color  especially  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply.  Send  resumes  to  II  Garden  Street, 
Cambridge.  MA  02138  by  June  30,  1989. _ (45) 

LIVE-IN  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  neccessary  but  must  have  a  drivers  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature,  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets 
$215/wk  plus  free  rent.  Weekdays  4:30-9:30  gets 
$  1 87/wk,  Weekends  gets  $180.  Call  73 1-6228.  (17,03) 

ADVOCATES  FOR  BATTERED  WOMEN 
Daybreak,  an  agency  for  battered  women  and  their 
children  seeks  two  fulltime  positons:  Ad¬ 
vocate/Resource  for  Lesbians  which  involves:  staffing 
shelter,  advocacy  and  groups.  House  manager  involves: 
staffing  shelter  and  house  maintenance.  Apply  by  June 
1st  to  Program  Director,  Daybreak,  75B  Grove  St.,  Rm 
154,  Wore.  MA 01605.  AA/EOE. _ (44) 

ADVERTISING  SALES 

Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing  advertising  for 
america's  premiere  gay  &  lesbian  newsweekly,  GA  Y 
COMMUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high  commis¬ 
sion,  leads  and  staff  support.  Work  can  be  done  from 
your  home.  If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising  Coordinator  at 
(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to  GCN  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  Mass  02116. _ 

Community  jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street.  Washington.  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


*  Progressive,  Dynamic 
Environment 

’Competitive  Salaries  and 
Excellent  Benefits 
’Innovative  HIV  Education  and 
Treatment  Programs 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
provides  a  broad  range  of  medical 
and  mental  health  services  to 
residents  of  the  Fenway  and 
Metropolitan  Boston,  and  to 
members  of  the  New  England  gay 
and  lesbian  community. 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
People  of  Color  encouraged  to 
apply. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  AND 
COUNSELING  DIRECTOR 

Seeking  human  service  administrator  with  a 
minimum  of  five  years  of  budget,  personnel  and 
program  management  experience  to  oversee 
Substance  Abuse  Recovery  Program,  Individual 
and  Group  Mental  Health  Services,  and  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Helpline.  Position  requires  a 
Masters  Degree  in  Social  Work,  Psychology  or 
Counseling. 

VICTIM  ADVOCATE/ 
COUNSELOR 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program 
seeks  person  with  strong  interpersonal  and 
counseling  skills  and  knowledge  of  court  system 
and  social  service  agencies.  Will  assist  victims  in 
obtaining  services,  and  supervise  volunteers 
providing  community  education  and  victim 
support  services. 

LICENSED  ACUPUNCTURIST 

Massachusetts  licensed,  NADA  certified 
acupuncturist  wanted  for  lesbian  and  gay 
substance  abuse  detoxification  program  at  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center.  Approximately 
10  hours  per  week. 

SUBSTANCE  ABUSE 
COUNSELOR 

Full  time  position  for  experienced  substance 
abuse  counselor  to  work  with  acupuncture 
detoxification  clients  or  clients  of  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  substance  abuse  recovery  program.  In¬ 
cludes  individual  and  group  counseling.  Bil¬ 
ingual  (English-Spanish)  ability  a  plus. 

Send  resumes  to:  Personnel, 
Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  16  Haviland  Street, 
Boston,  Mass.  021 1 5 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


LF  33  seeks  F  26-plus  to  share  sunny  Watertown  2BR 
apt  in  house  near  Cambridge.  No  smokers  or  pets. 
$400-plus.  Available  starting  June  or  July.  926-4509.  (45) 
Two  LF’s/gay  coonhound  sk  LF  25-pius  for  Cam- 
bridgeport  hse.  Rent-controlled,  driveway,  bkyd,  pets 
negotiable.  Near  T.  $270  for  bdrm  and  study.  July  1st. 
661-6771, _ (46) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3  LFs  looking  for  one  LF  and  a  toaster  to  live  in  a  big 
sunny  JP.  Apt.  with  amazing  pantry.  Near  orange  and 
green  lines.  Available  in  June.  $225  or  $250  plus  utilities. 
Please  call  983-0599, _ (45) 

5  BR  semi-coop  of  women  seeks  5th  for  completion  of 
happy,  hdwd,  sunny  home.  2  blks  from  Porter  Sq.  T  on 
quiet  St.  1-yr.  commitment  ideal;  summer  sublet  possi¬ 
ble.  Pref.  age  22-plus;  VCR  or  roaster  oven  a  plus. 
$265/mo.  625-3314.  (45) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

ROOMMATE  WANTED!  VACATIONS 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 

Brookline:  Five  fish,  three  cats,  eleven  year  old  girl,  two 
lesbian  moms  looking  for  chemical  free  woman  to  share 
apartment  near  T,  shopping  —  $300  month  plus  low 
utilities,  leave  message  731-1576. _ (45) 

LF,  29  seeks  2  non-smoking  vegetarian,  easy  going  LF’s 
25-plus  for  Somerville  apartment  with  a  view.  Frances 
(the  cat)  wants  feline  companion.  Permanent  people  or 
summer  subletters  welcome.  Avail.  6/1.  $310-plus, 
776-7909, _  (45) 

GM  to  share  apartment  on  Comm.  Ave.  minutes  to  BC 
and  BU,  20  minutes  to  Park  Street,  skyline  view  from 
garden  porch.  A/C  for  hot  summer  nights,  summer  rent 
negotiable.  Call  734-2565. _  (45) 

JAMAICA  RUIN 

3LF  seek  4th  for  sunny  spacious  apt.  Chem/alc  free  one 
kitten  no  more  pets.  $245/month-plus.  Available  now. 
Call  522-0637  for  details. _ (45) 

IF  BEAUTY  MATTERS... 

Prof,  woman  seeks  same  for  beautiful  Watertown  Vic¬ 
torian;  Your  own  3-room  suite:  huge  fireplaced  LR,  BR, 
Bath;  Share  kitchen;  DR;  unusual  combo  of 
privacy/company;  expensive/worth  it;  $600-plus;  7/1; 
923-4144, _ (45) 

PART-TIME  IN  BOSTON1 

Room  avail,  in  lovely  Watertown  Victorian;  1 
night/week  —  $  125/month;  2  nights/week  — 
$225/month;  923-4144, _ (45) 

ILF  seeking  2LFs  for  spacious  3br  E. Arlington  condex; 
sunny,  quiet,  aesthetic,  yard,  storage,  MBTA,  near 
Capitol  Theatre;  nosmk,  no  pets,  no  excesses,  $450  incl 
ht,;  Tina  648-0970  Ivmsg. _ (45) 

ROOMMATE/CAMBRIDGE 

Feminist  woman  for  1920’s  style  apartment.  Beautiful 
hardwood  floors,  antique  furniture,  lots  of  space,  in¬ 
dependent  non-smoker.  Five  minutes  to  T.  Harvard 
Square.  Available  June  1.  $495-plus/month.  Ellen 
354-3966. _ (45) 

Roommate  wanted  to  share  5  bdrm  JP  apt  w/3  gay  men. 
Great  location  near  Arboretum  and  T.  Call  Fred 
524-8682  or  Mike  864-4810.  Rent  $265  plus  utils. 
Available  6/1. _ (45) 

PROGRESSIVE  COOP  CAMBRIDGE 
Seeking  housemates.  We  are  mixed  men/women,  mixed 
sexual  orientations,  semi-veg.  If  you  are  easy-going, 
responsible,  non-smoking,  cat-free,  call!  864-1466. 
_ (17.25) 

LF  seeks  one  or  two  LF’s  for  large  Viet.  apt.  in 
Worcester,  big  porch,  private  entrance,  parking,  split 
$570  plus.  AvI.  6/1  (508)  753-9066. _ (45) 


SUMMER  RENTALS 


PROVINCETOWN  BEACH  POINT 

Condo  with  loft,  sleeps  four,  kitchen,  parking,  private 
patio,  heated  pool,  cable  TV,  beach  access.  $400  week, 
$300  off-season.  Call  (508)  369-2872. _ (45) 

GREAT  P-TOWN  CONDO 

Beautiful,  ocean-front  studio  condo  available  by  the 
week  in  Provincetown.  This  sunny,  private  condo  with 
deck  is  a  perfect  spot  for  couples.  Reasonable  rates  — 
call  (413)  586-4999,  (413)  586-1572,  or  (413)  549-4136  for 
details. _ (45) 


APARTMENTS 


DORCHESTER 

Spacious  3  bedroom  apt.  in  lesbian  owner-occupied  3  family 
house.  Quiet  street,  convenient  to  South  End,  expressway, 
UMass.  Porches,  yard,  mod  kitchen  and  bath.  $850-plus 
utilities.  825-9113/364-3194. _ (46) 

LESBIAN  OWN/OCC  3  FAMILY 

Large  I  bedroom  apt  on  3rd  floor.  Nice  residential  are  in 
Malden  near  Orange  line.  F*arking.  Pets  possible.  $675-plus 
utilities.  Avail.  June  I.  Call  Karen  (617)321-3569, _ (46) 

Somerville  —  Beaut.  Viet,  2V6-3  BR  apt  on  2  firs.  LR  DR 
porch  yard.  $9U0.  Avail.  July  1. 776-5585. _ (46) 

Dorchester  Fields  Comer.  6  rooms  in  2  family,  exposed  wood. 
Modem  kitchen,  bath.  Rear  deck.  Ample  parking  on  quiet 
street  near  T.  $900-plus.  First  and  last,  no  fee.  265-8678.  (46) 

PROVIDENCE 

East  Side.  Elegant  Victorian  6  rooms.  2  bedrooms.  New 
heating.  Security  system.  Parking.  .Appliances.  Lease.  $600. 
(401)  331-8735  or  (617)  924-7954.  Call  collect.  Leave  message. 
_ (45) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Small  2  bedroom  apt.  Great  view.  Secure  bldg.  Close  to  Green 
St.  T  on  Orange  Line.  Parking.  W/D.  Porches.  $750-plus 
utils.  524-2401.  Avail  6/1. _ (45) 


GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  100  acre  mountain  set¬ 
ting  with  golf,  tennis,  hiking,  antiquing  nearby. 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers.  (17.8) 


GCN  SPECIALS 


The  GCN  features  dept,  could  really  use  someone  to 
help  keep  track  of  the  books  for  review,  correspond  with 
publishers,  etc.  About  3  hrs  a  week.  We’ll  love  you 
forever!  Call  Steph  at  GCN:  (617)426-4469. _ 

TRANSCRIPTION 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

GCN  has  so  many  fascinating  taped  interviews! !  But  we 
can’t  transcribe  ’em  as  fast  as  they  get  taped.  If  you  can 
help  out,  even  for  a  few  hours,  call  Steph  at  (617) 
426-4469. _ _ 

DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out.  THANKS! _ 

GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 


PUBLICATIONS 


Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. _ 

”bad  attitude 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 .  Accom¬ 
modations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut.  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland,  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Oay  Books.  598  Yonge  St  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES.  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Ml.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17.36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent.  $15/11  issues.  Trial  sub:  $4/3  issues. 
oob,  Depl.  GCN,  2423  18th  St.,  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009. _ (ex) 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $I5/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA 
02181. _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
1  csbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUSWOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $1 3/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info. 
P.O.  Box  23  Somerville,  MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam¬ 
bridge.  M  A  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $15/yr.  sub  or  $5  current  issue  to: 
ON  OUR  BACKS.  P.O.  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142.  _ (ex) 
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PUBLICATIONS 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174, _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 

meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 

523-7363  for  info, _ (15.32) 

MANIBOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  63118. _ (7) 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck,  522-0826. 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


C3 

From  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

O 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

cc 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

3“ 

236-1848 

Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


Thank  you  for  accepting  my  poems  for  your 
prisoner  centerspread!.  I’m  in  need  of  a  butch 
penpal  who  knows  what  she’s  about  and  would 
like  to  write  me.  Angela  DAVIS,  498084,  PO 
Box  8540  (164),  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 


PRISONER  WRITERS!! 

Send  for  your  FREE  Pen  Prison  Writing  Bulletin! 
to  find  out:  publications  that  want  to  receive 
writing  from  prisoners  (poetry,  fiction,  non- 
fiction  or  drama),  writing  contests  for  prisoners,' 
tips  on  how  to  get  your  writing  into  print! 
FREE!  Write  now  to:  PEN  American  Center, 
568  Broadway,  New  York,  NY  10012 


I  am  34,  Black,  looking  for  someone  to  write 
to.  I  am  a  very  lonely  young  lady,  love  sports, 
don’t  smoke  or  drink,  and  very  nice.  Angela 
Ann  JONES,  A150456,  PO  Box  147 — Bethune, 
Lowell  FL  32663. _ 

I’m  24  and  in  need  of  a  female  friend,  one  who 
enjoys  writing  and  is  open-minded.  Teresa 
TANKERSLEY,  A  488714,  PO  Box  8540 
(286),  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. _ 

26  yr  old  female,  tom  boyish,  body  builder, 
presently  incarcerated  and  interested  in  writing 
interested  persons.  D.  HILL,  20808, 
CIW/SCU,  Frontera  CA  91720. 


i 

s 

i 


ROSI  —  Remember  Our  Sisters  Inside 

ROSI  is  a  women  prisoners’  art  group  for  artwork 
from  women  prisoners,  inmates  of  mental  institutions 
and  nursing  homes  and  home-bound  women.  We  want 
to  give  these  women  the  chance  to  communicate  their  ■ 
visions  thru  their  art  and  educate  the  public  about  £ 
locked-in  women’s  lives.  PLEASE  WRITE  US  if  you’d 
like  to  help  our  network  grow,  whether  you’re  inside 
prison  or  out  We  need  all  kinds  of  help  making  con¬ 
tacts  with  women's  groups  and  stores  etc.  etc.  Write: 
Would  like  info  on  Fed.  prisons  ROSI,  Box  2821,  Oakland,  CA  94609. 

Will  be  heading  to  Fed.  system  to  begin  term 
under  old  law  (parole).  When  sentenced  a 
$20,000  fine  was  imposed,  so  info  on  appealing 
that  is  needed  too.  Will  send  thank  you  at  least 
and  maybe  we  can  become  friends.  Tom 
BUTLER,  389367,  Rt  4  Box  1100,  Rosharon 
TX  77583. _ 

Hi!  I’m  in  need  of  someone  to  write  with  while, 

I  am  in  prison.  I’m  25  and  my  interests  are  for  a 
possible  Friendship.  Cody  QUEEN,  E-11478, 

Box  500,  Chino  CA  91708. _ 

GM  seeks  persons  who  are  down  to  earth 
who’ll  write  me  and  make  my  time  a  little 
easier.  Interests  are  music,  nature,  dancing, 
sunsets  and  good  conversations.  Allen1 
SAAGER,  E12837  Del  Norte,  Box  500,  Chino 
CA  91708. _ 

Attention  RAYNA:  I’ve  been  transferred  to 
APPU  in  Clinton.  Let’s  get  the  papers  filled 
out  so  we  can  write  each  other.  I  miss  you.  T. 

MANUS,  85A  8326,  Box  B-APPU,  Dan- 
nemora  NY  12929. _ 

I’m  a  very  lonely  black  male,  intelligent, 
mature,  gentle,  and  an  electrical  engineer  by 
trade.  Hobbies  include  arts,  flowers,  music, 
cooking,  horses.  I  need  some  friendship.  Ralph 
Del  Rico  PRYOR,  157-549,  Box  45699, 

Lucasville  OH  45699. 

GM  of  Hawaiian  and  Portuguese  descent  seeks 
correspondence  for  possible  friendship.  All  are 
encouraged.  Kaliko  TELLES,  E-12923,  Box 
500,  Chino  CA  91708. _ 

The  amount  of  hatred  and  deceit  that  comes 
with  prison  life  is  appalling.  I  need  to  hear  from 
someone  outside  of  this  place  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  who  will  share  whatever  amount  of  time 
they  take  to  write  a  letter.  Francis  DIEVART, 

Box  786,  Troy  NC  27371. 

Bored  with  the  same  ’ol  same  ’ol?  I  am!  Let’s 
write  each  other.  I’m  blond  (with  a  little  help 
from  the  bottle),  hazel  eyes  (have  you  ever  seen 
a  cat  with  bedroom  eyes?),  looking  for  pen- 
friends,  any  race,  any  sex,  just  friends.  I  like 
reading,  silk  underwear,  animals  and  loyal 
friends.  Please  write.  Stephen  HART,! 

23829-048,  PO  Box  1010,  Bastrop  TX  78602. 

I  am  interested  in  corresponding  with  anyone 
riting  a  fello 


ow  lonely  gay, 
&  rock.  Harold' 
—  48961,  Parchman  MS 


who  wouldn’t  mind  writing 
person.  I  love  music,  jazz 
DIGGS,  Camp  7 
38738. _ 

I’d  like  to  write  a  penpal.  I  have  no  one  to  share 
my  dreams  and  secrets  with.  I’m  a  very  caring 
and  sensitive  person.  Like  all  sports,  music  and 
dancing.  Marshall  MAULDIN,  3620  N.  Harris 
Rd,  Ware  D-2,  Waycross  GA  31501. 

I  seek  a  sincere  man  for  correspondence  and 
friendship.  Michael  HOFFMAN,  FA-3212, 
D -00188,  Box  29,  Represa  CA  95671. 

23  yr  old  African-American  male  would  like  to 
correspond  with  someone:  inside/out,  TV/TS, 
LF  or  GM.  Especially  persons  from  Texas, 
mainly  Austin.  I  have  caramel  complexion  and 
chocolate  brown  eyes,  am  politically  conscious 
and  understanding.  Drop  me  a  line.  Jeff 
WRIGHT,  373497,  Wynne,  Huntsville  TX 
77349. _ 

Lonely  bi  prisoner  would  like  to  corresjxmd 
with  anyone.  I’m  34,  like  chess,  writing  and 
sports.  Charles  HARPER,  B-2,  Box  105922, 
Reidsville  GA  30499. 


TV/TS  information 

The  International  Foundation  for  Gender 
Education  has  educational  materials  on 
TV/TS  is$ues.  Write  them  for  their 
brochure.  IFGE,  PO  Box  367,  Wayland, 
MA  01778. _ _ _ 

>©©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©©  ©©  © 

“Hundreds  of  men  (&  women)  thrown  together 
by  the  prison  business  sometimes  for  years  at  a 
stretch,  and  the  worst  insult  they  can  level  at 
each  other  is  that  they  might  want  to  make  love 
to  each  other  (“FAGGOT”/“DYKE”)l 

Send  for  a  copy  of  Eric  Mann’s  “Red 
Prison  Movement”  pamphlet  if  you’re  in¬ 
terested  in  a  thoughtful  article  on  the  need  to 
get  yourselves  (OURSELVES!)  together  against 
the  ‘divide  &  rule’  tactics  of  the  prison  and 
justice  systems.  (It  was  written  in  the  ’70s,  but 
nothing  has  changed.) 

28  yr  old  male  TS,  Bi  to  female,  love  to  write 
and  communicate  openly,  understanding  for 
real  and  down  to  earth.  Would  like  males, 
females,  even  prisoners  to  write.  No  games. 
Dannie  M1SKOWSKI,  PO  Box  E— 185660, 
Jackson  Ml  49204. _ 

ay  male  into  night  clubs  and  going  out  and 
just  being  with  good  friends  would  like  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  other  gay  males.  Write  to  Carl 
SWOPE,  165675,  1012  W.  Columbia,  Farm- 
ington  MO  63640, _ 

How  Are  CALIFORNIA  prisons  for  Gays? 

I’ll  be  arriving  in  Cal.  penal  system  soon  due  to 
my  interstate  compact.  I’d  like  to  hear  from  so¬ 
meone  about  how  they  treat  open  gays  and 
anything  else.  David  NUETZEL,  077780— 154, 

1 1 50  SW  Allapattah  Rd,  lndiantown  FL  34956. 


Please  Note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by 
the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language  inter¬ 
preted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide  for 
listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate  sheet,  if 
possible. 

3  Saturday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  The  Lavender  Ball  sponsored  by  J.P. 
Les/Gay  Neighbors.  Dancing,  refreshments,  buffet.  9pm- 1  am.  $6 
advance/$8  door.  Margaret,  524-8070. 

Seabrook,  N.H.  □  Rally  to  protest  Seabrook’s  Re¬ 
opening.  Non-violent  civil-disobedience  training  available  today 
for  tomorrow's  action.  Hampton  Beach  State  Park.  l2-5pm. 
387-1750. 

Springfield  □  At  Home  with  Themselves  photo  exhibit  by 
Sage  Sohier  of  gay/lesbian  couples.  Zone  Art  Ctr.  395  Dwight  St. 
413/732-1995.  Thru  6/18. 

4  Sunday 

Seabrook,  N.H.  □  Non-violent  civil  disobedience  to  stop 
the  Seabrook  Nuke.  Training  required.  Noon.  387-1750. 


Cambridge  □  A  Passion  for  Life:  Stories  &  Folk  Arts  of 
Palestinian  &  Jewish  Women.  Opening  reception  at  4pm. 
Also  6/5  at  7pm.  Cambridge  Multicultural  Arts  Ctr,  4 1  Second  St. 
Exhibit  &  events  thru  7/29.  661-8288. 


9  Friday 


9  Friday  □  Comedienne  Robin  Tyler  joins  a  host  of  P’Town 
performer-types  in  a  benefit  for  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center.  Berklee  Performance  Center.  8pm.  Info:  787-8000. 


Dorchester  □  GALA’s  Gay  Pride  Potluck  at  Dan’s  5pm. 
Singer  Sue  Ryder  will  perform  around  7pm.  Hot  dogs  and  buns 
provided,  bring  something  else  for  the  potluck.  282-2962. 

Boston  □  Exhibition  by  Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual  Artists. 

Tower  Gallery  of  Mass.  College  of  Art,  621  Huntington  Ave. 
Thru  6/17.  437-7749. 

Boston  □  From  all  Walks  of  Life  pledge  walk  to  benefit  AIDS 
care  and  research.  Registration  at  8:30am.  at  the  Common.  Walk 
at  10am.  Pledge  sheets,  info  266-6906. 

Somerville  □  Gays  &  Lesbians  of  Somerville  potluck 
social.  7pm.  Mike,  628-2643. 

Boston  □  Girth  &  Mirth  club  night  at  1 19  Merrimac.  5-9pm. 
50/50  raffle,  leather  goods,  food.  Denis,  387-0762. 

Worcester  □  Art  of  Third  World  Womyn  exhibition  by 
Doris  R.  Heggie  and  Klaire.  Opening,  7pm.  Followed  by  “Noh 
Place  Jazz  Series."  Noh  Place  Gallery,  88  Webster  St.  Showing 
thru  7/1.  508/791-5837. 

5  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Public  hearing  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  Human 
Rights  Commission.  City  Hall,  Central  Sq.  7:30pm. 

Boston  □  Nat' I  Assn,  of  Social  Workers  committee  on 
Gay/Lesbian  Issues  end  of  the  year  barbeque.  Cate,  391-2790. 

6  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Nutrition  &  HIV  presentation  in  the  Living  Well 
series  at  Fenway  Community  Health  Ctr.,  93  Mass.  Ave.  6-8pm. 
Free.  All  welcome.  To  register,  Paul  or  Robb  at  267-0900. 

7  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  meets  at 
GCN,  62  Berkeley,  near  Back  Bay  and  Arlington  T-stops. 
6:30pm.  Bi-weekly.  Info:  Carla,  524-3370. 

Boston  □  Greater  Boston  Les/Gay  Political  Alliance 

training  to  register  les/gay  voters.  City  Hall,  Rm.  241.  6-7pm. 
Steve.  232-5189. 

Boston  □  Jim  Bailey  as  Judy  Garland  at  Club  Cabaret,  thru 
7/2.  209  Columbus  Ave.  $18-20  .  536-0966. 

8  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night  All  welcome.  Proof¬ 
reading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info,  GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Wholistic  Health  &  HIV  in  the  Living  Well  series 
at  Fenway  Community  Health  Ctr.,  93  Mass.  Ave.  6-8pm.  Free. 
All  welcome.  To  register,  call  Paul  or  Robb  at  267-0900. 

Cambridge  □  Sara  Laughs  performs  at  TT  the  Bears,  Central 
Sq.  10pm.  492-0082 

Cambridge  □  Science  for  the  People  20th  Anniversary 
Benefit  Reception  with  Barbara  Ehrenreich  &  Stephen  Jay  Gould. 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  1151  Mass.  Ave.  6:30-9pm.  $20 
members/$25  non-members.  547-0370. 


Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and  meet 
new  friends.  5-IOpm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back 
Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Kevin  Cathcart  addresses  implications  of  the  les/gay 
rights  bill  at  MCC  Men's  Series,  186  Mass.  Ave,  8- 1 0pm. 
523-7664. 

Boston  □  P’town  Revue:  to  benefit  the  capital  campaign  of 
the  Fenway  Community  Health  Ctr,  with  Lea  Delaria  &  Kelly  Ed¬ 
wards,  Big  Ed,  Carol  O'  Shaughnessy.  Berkelee  Performance 
Ctr.,  136  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $14.50/19.50.  787-8000. 

Brookline  □  Gay  Liberation  Seder  with  Am  Tikva.  Speaker 
Jill  Fellman.  Workmen's  Circle,  1762  Brookline.  Bring  something 
sweet  to  share.  8pm.  782-8894. 

1 0  Saturday 

Boston  □  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  March.  Join  19th  annual  com¬ 
munity  gathering  at  Ham  at  City  Hall.  Kick-off  at  noon. 
267-2113. 

Boston  □  Boston  Rainbow  Coalition  Annual  Mtg.  Input 
sought  from  lesbian/gay  community  for  coming  year's  agenda 
Roxbury  Community  College  Cafeteria,  1234  Columbus  Ave. 
Wheelchair  access.  4-8pm.  Patrick,  288-7632. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Network  pre-Pride  brunch. 
Community  Church  of  Boston,  565  Boylston,  2nd  fl.  $5.  Bisexual 
contingent  convenes  in  Govt.Ctr  at  1 1:30am.  247-6683. 

Boston  □  Open  house  reunion  of  people  involved  in  Boston 
gay  rights  movement  between  1968  &  1974.  Church  of  St.  John 
the  Evangelist,  33  Bowdoin.  4-8pm.  Bring  a  friend.  323-6712. 

Boston  □  Girth  and  Mirth  monthly  social.  At  Hill  House,  Joy 
St.  8- 1 0pm.  $4,  $6  non-members.  387-0762. 

Boston  □  Seven  Sisters  Lesbian  Alumnae  meet  at  1 1 :30am 
in  front  of  Browning  Ltd,  2  Center  Plaza  to  march  in  Pride 
parade.  484-8527. 

1 1  Sunday 

Boston  □  A  Tribute  to  Jeff  Levi  who  will  be  leaving  his  posi¬ 
tion  as  executive  director  of  the  National  Gay  &  Lesbian  Task 
Force.  Club  Cafe.  209  Columbus  Ave.  4-6pm.  $25  suggested. 
Cash  bar.  Hosts:  Barney  Frank,  Max  Levi,  David  Scondras,  Gerry 
Studds,  Steve  Tierney. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian/Gay  Neighbors  alfresco  potluck. 
Jamaica  Pond  at  ODT  entrance.  3-6:30pm.  524-0833. 

Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbian  Neighborhood  Group  gay 

pride  brunch  and  tea  dance.  All  women  who  live,  work,  study  in 
Back  Bay,  South  End  and  downtown  welcome.  Joan  266-5169. 

Cambridge  □  Frontrunners  2-  and  5-mile  Gay  Pride  run. 
Begins  at  Riverside  Park  on  the  Cambridge  side  of  the  Charies. 
Ham.  $8  423-7606. 

Boston  □  Downtown  Cafe  Benefit  Brunch  for  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center.  100  percent  of  proceeds  and  waiters' 
gratuities  are  donated.  I  lam.  $9.95.  338-7037. 

Boston  □  Fenway  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  An  after¬ 
noon  of  outdoor  fun  and  picnic.  Back  Bay  Fens.  3pm.  Wayne, 
353-1925. 


Salem  □  North  Shore  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance  Annual 
Spring  Auction.  McGowan's  Restaurant.  6pm.  745-3848. 

Wellesley  □  Wellesley  Lesbian  Alumnae  reunion  for  all 
classes.  French  House,  Dover  Rd.  3-5pm.  484-8527. 

12  Monday 

Boston  □  Rally  for  Gay  Rights  at  State  House,  12-1 :30pm. 
Urge  immediate  action  on  Gay  Civil  rights  bill.  776-6956. 

Boston  □  Lobby  Day  For  Gay  Rights  orientation/sign  up  at 
9:30am,  Nurse's  Hall,  State  House.  Call  in  advance  to  coordinate 
appointments  with  legislators.  Sponsored  by  Coalition  for  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Rights.  776-6956. 

1 3  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Sex  and  Intimacy  for  Lesbians  workshop 
facilitated  by  Laurie  Livingston,  Ed.D.,  &  Lisa  McDonnell,  MSW. 
Living  Well  Series  sponsored  by  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center.  Limited  to  15  women.  Free.  93  Mass.  Ave.  7:30-9:30 
pm.  To  register  call  Paul  or  Robb  at  267-0900. 

1 4  Wednesday 

Somerville  □  Two  in  Twenty,  a  lesbian  soap  opera 

Special  encore  performance  for  Gay  Pride  week.  Somerville 
Theater.  Episodes  1 ,2,3  at  8pm.  4  and  5  shown  Thursday.  $5.50 
for  one  night,  $10  for  both.  ASL  interpreted  and  closed  caption¬ 
ed.  625-1084. 

15  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome.  Proof¬ 
reading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info,  GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Somerville  □  Two  in  Twenty  See  Above. 

16  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and  meet 
new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back 
Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Gay  Pride  Concert  featuring  the  Connecticut  and 
Boston  Gay  Men’s  Choruses.  Jordan  Hall,  New  England  Conser¬ 
vatory.  8pm.  Sign  language  interpreted.  $18,  $14,  $9.  482-2527. 

Weekly  events 
Saturday 

Boston  □  Women's  Self-Defense  Collective  Women’s  Self- 
Defense  Classes  Ail  ages,  abilities.  Wed.  eves.,  Sat.  afternoons. 
574-9433. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth 

(BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
2-5 pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
NAOMI  STEIN 


Boston  □  “Boston’s  Other  Voice,”  radio  for  Gay/Lesbian 
community  with  Peter  Shekel.  6/4  Beth  Leventhal  on  lesbian  bat¬ 
tering.  6/11  Cindy  Patton  is  honored  as  Boston’s  Other  Voice’s 
Person  of  the  Year.  I  Ipm.  WROR  98.5  FM. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  6/4  Lesbian  Pride/Lesbian 
Herstories.  6/12  Families.  6/19  Lesbian  Sex.  6/26  Discussing  the 
Rap.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free.  354-8807 
(TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  holds 
bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  142  Memorial  Drive,  room  306. 
7pm.  776-6956. 

T  uesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st  &  3rd 
Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr,  2nd  fl.  8- 1 0pm.  742-7897. 

Cambridge  □  The  Group  Walker  Memorial  MIT  on  Memorial 
Drive.  8pm.  266-1 129. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  open  meetings. 
Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Bill,  782-9063. 

Roxbury  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the  AIDS 
crisis.  Room  345,  Bldg.  3,  Roxbury  Community  College.  7pm. 
49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  6/6  Partnering.  6/13 
Anger.  6/20  Body  Image.  6/27  Social  Night.  7-8:30pm.  The 
Women’s  Center  (see  above). 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth. 

Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St.  New  persons 
meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet  separately  6:45-7:30; 
general  meeting  at  7:30pm.  354-6658. 

Cambridge  □  “Say  it.  Sister)”  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T.,  Building 
66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  661-7737. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd  Th. 
every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22  Main  St. 
7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors’  Group  for  women.  New 
England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd.  5-6:30pm.  Sara  Eps¬ 
tein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  survivors 

group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cambridge  Ctr.  of 
Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass.  Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  $5 
donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group  for  HIV 
positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to  all  lesbians,  gay 
men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana  508/755-3773. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  8-midnight.  354-8807. 


hindsig 


Emile  Charles  and  Tony  Forsyth  in  Wonderland 


Teen  adventures  in 
wonderland 

A  British  look  at  being  underaged,  gay,  and  working  class 

in  a  hostile  world 


Wonderland.  Directed  by  Philip  Saville. 
Screenplay  by  Frank  Clark.  With  Emile  Charles, 
Tony  Forsyth,  Robert  Stephens,  Clare  Higgins, 
Bruce  Payne,  Robbie  Coltrane,  Carsten  Norgaard. 
At  the  Nickelodeon  June  9,  opening  on  June  16  lor 
a  full  engagement. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

bout  a  half  hour  into  the  new  British 
film  Wonderland ,  two  gay  teenage 
Liverpuddlians  find  themselves  at  The 
Fruit  Machine,  a  gay  disco.  As  the  music 
blares  around  them,  Eddie  (Emile  Charles) 
and  Michael  (Tony  Forsyth),  who  are  dress¬ 
ed  outrageously  for  a  French  Revolution 
theme  party,  cruise.  At  one  point  Michael 
turns  to  his  friend  and  says,  “Do  you  know 
why  all  these  men  are  here?”  “To  find 
someone  to  go  home  with,”  replies  Eddie. 
“No,”  states  Michael,  “It’s  to  get  away 
from  the  outside.  From  all  of  the  people  out 
there.”  Eddie  knows  what  he  means,  and  so 
do  we. 

In  Wonderland's  first  30  minutes  Michael 
was  arrested  for  hustling  and  being  under- 
age  *n  a  gay  bathhouse,  a 
flllfl  bathhouse  which  was  ran- 
sacked  by  organized  crime 
goons  in  an  attempt  to  get  a  payoff.  Eddie 
ran  away  from  home  to  escape  the  physical 
and  emotional  abuse  of  his  father.  His 
father  hates  the  fact  that  his  son  is  more 
than  a  little  fey,  loves  opera  and  Hollywood 
movies  and  fantasizes  himself  to  be  a  little 
bit  of  Marilyn  Monroe  and  a  little  bit  of 
Maria  Callas.  What  the  boys  don’t  know  is 
that  after  their  night  at  The  Fruit  Machine 
the  outside  world  is  going  to  get  much  more 
complicated  and  a  lot  more  dangerous. 

Watching  Wonderland  can  be  a  little 
disconcerting  because  screenwriter  Frank 
Clark  and  director  Philip  Saville  have  no 
qualms  about  changing  tone  and  direction 
at  a  moment’s  notice.  The  film  is  an  origi¬ 
nal,  but  in  an  almost  crackpot  sort  of  way. 
What  starts  out  as  a  teen  adventure  quickly 
turns  into  a  (not  very  bloody)  slash/thriller 
and  then  incorporates  large  doses  of  dreamy 
fantasy.  The  filmmakers  clearly  borrow  from  such 
diverse  sources  as  the  English  noir,  Stormy 
Monday ,  the  sentimental  Turtle  Diary  and 
even  such  early  British  classics  as  Whistle 
Down  the  Wind  and  working  class  dramas 
like  The  Loneliness  of  the  Long  Distance 
Runner.  But  what  makes  Wonderland  quite 


different  is  the  unerring  authenticity  of  its 
gay  characters.  Not  only  does  it  show, 
without  flinching,  the  perilousness  of  being 
gay  in  a  hostile  world  (especially  if  you  are 
an  underaged,  working  class,  gay  teen)  but  it 
captures  the  gay  slang,  the  argot,  the  joyful 
campiness  and  the  real  terrors  of  living  an 
obvious  gay  life.  The  plot  of  the  film  is 
ostensibly  about  the  adventures  that 
Michael  and  Eddie  have  when  they  flee 
Liverpool  for  the  sea-resort  of  Brighton 
with  Vincent  (Robert  Stephens),  a  just 
retired,  and  more  than  slightly  lecherous, 
opera  star.  But  the  real  narrative  of  the  film 
is  its  examination  of  how  each  of  the  boys 
copes  with  establishing  himself  in  relation¬ 
ship  to  the  real  world. 


It  is  here  that  Clark’s  script  —  as  well  as 
Dick  Pope’s  striking  photography  —  shines. 
Michael  is  a  street-wise  rent-boy,  who  is  will¬ 
ing  to  trade  on  his  good  looks  and  youth  to 
make  his  way  in  the  world.  He  knows  the 
rules  that  the  world  has  set  up  for  gay  teens 
and  he  is  willing  to  play  by  them  to  get  what 
he  needs.  One  of  the  remarkable  things 
about  Wonderland,  and  Tony  Forsyth’s 
performance,  is  that  we  can  see  beneath  the 
surface  of  his  actions.  He  is  never  set  up  as  a 
lost  waif  who  has  lost  control  over  his  life, 
and  yet  when  he  does  resort  to  threats  of 
blackmail,  we  have  an  unpleasant  feeling 
that  he  is  actually  taking  advantage  of  the 
older  men. 

Eddie  is  even  more  complex.  While 


Michael  is  clear-eyed  and  hard-headed 
about  the  world,  he  is  detached,  adrift  in  his 
fantasies  of  opera  and  movie  stars.  Living  in 
a  dream  he  shares  with  his  mum  —  whose 
fairly  elaborate  fantasy  world  includes  a 
friendship  with  Maria  Callas  and  an  aborted 
movie  career  —  he  stares  into  space  dream¬ 
ing  of  glamorous  lives  and  the  dolphins  who 
swim  in  the  Wonderland  aquatank  on-  the 
Brighton  Pier.  But  as  with  Eddie,  the  film¬ 
makers  are  not  content  to  let  us  revel  in  the 
imagination  of  a  sweet  gay  boy.  Eddie’s  fan¬ 
tasies  —  with  their  romantic  fatalism  — 
shape  his  way  of  dealing  with  the  world  as 
much  as  street-smart  tactics  shape  Eddie’s. 
Wonderland  has  the  intelligence,  and  the  in¬ 
tegrity,  not  to  pretend  that  there  are  easy 
solutions  to  the  hard  facts  of  living. 

What  is  sometimes  confusing  about  the 
film  is  that  Saville  and  Clark  are  more  than 
willing  to  take  this  hard  look  at  life  and  mix 
it  with  the  impulse  of  the  imagination.  Like 
John  Schlesinger’s  Billy  Liar  (another  film 
that  feels  like  a  direct  antecedent  of  Won¬ 
derland)  reality  and  fantasy  form  a  seamless 
web  for  the  characters  —  and  to  some 
degree  the  audience,  although  we  are  aware, 
at  the  end,  of  the  dangers  of  this.  This  clash 
of  images  —  from  high-gear  stylish  action  to 
underwater,  Esther  William’s-like  ballets  — 
make  Wonderland  challenging  and  disarm¬ 
ing.  Whereas  many  films  cannot  decide  if 
they  want  to  be  reality  or  fantasy, 
Wonderland  wants  it  both  ways  —  and  gets 
it. 

Beneath  all  of  this,  the  real  pleasures  of 
Wonderland  are  the  authentic  characteriza¬ 
tions.  Emile  Charles  and  Tony  Forsyth  are 
great  as  Eddie  and  Michael.  There  is  a  buoy¬ 
ancy  and  joy  here  in  being  gay  that  is 
unusual  in  most  films  with  homosexual 
characters.  Robert  Stephens  also  gives  a 
great  performance  as  Vincent,  the  opera  star 
who  all  too  willingly  takes  the  boys  under  his 
wing.  Long  known  as  an  accomplished 
screen  and  stage  actor  (he  played  Maggie 
Smith’s  lover  in  The  Prime  of  Miss  Jean 
Brodie),  Stephens  gives  a  performance  here 
which  is  at  once  creepy  and  heartbreaking. 

Wonderland  is  that  rare  sort  of  film:  ac¬ 
cessible  and  enjoyable,  it  also  quietly  under¬ 
mines  our  very  perceptions  of  it,  making  us 
not  so  much  think  about  it,  but  examine  our 
very  experience  of  watching  it.  □ 


COME  TO  A 
FUNDRAISER  BENEFIT 


Featuring:  D.J.  Fire  •  Refreshments  (non-alcoholic) 

Door  Prize!  •  Prize  for  most  outrageous  costume 


Donations  by:  Hubba  Hubba  •  Little  Shop  of 
Horrors  •  Mike's  Custom  Leather  •  Vernon's  of 
Waltham  •  Toy  Bag  by  Innovations  in  Leather  • 

AND  more... 

Sunday,  June  18th 
8pm-1am  $5.00  cover 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  (near  Harvard  Square) 

Everyone  Welcome! 


The 


BOSTON 
GAY  MEN’S 
CHORUS 

Robert  Barney,  Music  Director 
and  the 

CONNECTICUT 
GAY  MEN’S 
CHORUS 

Robert  Read,  Music  Director 

PRIDE 

CONCERT 


Friday,  June  16,  8  PM 
Saturday,  June  17, 8  PM 

Jordan  Hall  at  New  England  Conservatory 

(30  Gainsborough  St.,  Boston,  across  from  Symphony  Hall) 

Tickets  $18,  $14  &  $9 

Ticketron,  Teletron,  Clad  Day  Bookshop 
Out  of  Town,  Bostix,  Fritz 

Charge  by  phone:  482-2527 

Sign  Language  Interpreted 
AFTER  CONCERT  RECEPTION  AT  THE  SHERATON  BOSTON 


